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"SHADOWS ON THE WALL” 


3 L*” PROIEOTION FORA DAYTIME 3 
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-CAST OF CHARACTERS 


ELIZABETH COLLINS STODDARD... age 56, stréen of Collins House 


Ait 


VICTORIA WINTERS... «age 20, a young girl in search: of hee past 


CAROLYN STODDARD....eags 17, Elizabeth's daughter. ay 
ROGER COLLINS «4+. «age 36, Elizabeth's brother. 
DAVID COLLINS.....age 9, Roger's Bon. . . 


BURKE DEVLIN «0305 s8Ge $2, a young adventurer aad caved to the 


destruction of the Colliins*® familye 


. JOE HASKELL» +. «sage 21, a yourtg fisherman in love with Garolyny, ca 


BILL MALLOY ee««08ge 60, manager of the Collins Fishing Fleets’ 
AGGIE EVARS ¢ 0 + «age 25, countergirl. at the Collinsport Diner) close, 
friend to Victoria. ac. 
SAM EVANS eoeceeage 55, an artist, qietats father. =. _ ane 54 
FRANK GARTER. + «age 27, a lawyer in Bangor, Maine. “Interested in 
. Victoria's welfare. ae a a 
RICHARD GARNER. .age 59, Frank's father. Fantly lawyer ‘to, fhe ae 


~ 


Collins’? family. -_ a sae 
WALT CUMINGS...age Sl, a uboomimg 6 seaman who comes to live in "he 


Collins House. 


bY 


PAUL STODIARD ee «Eliz abeth's eee miosing for oighteen years. : 


LAURA es ie wife and David's mother. ‘Confined to 


a Senor for alcoholism.” ves Se 


xt 
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PouANOWS OH THE RALL® 


| P 
This 4s the story of VICTORIA WINTERS...of her immediate 
search for her identity, and of her unendin; search for 


her sense of self. 


It is a story of thet impulse we all have to know 
ousselves, tc understand our drives, our needs, our 


failings. 


It 4s a story of suspense and passion, of terror ani 


turbulent romance, of dark threats and endless yearningse 


It 1s a story that plunges into & gothic world swirling 
with love, fear, hate, revenge, and the relentless 
mystery of the unknown. _ ' 

It is e story of a romance struggling to survive in the 
voracious whirlpool of emotions that ceaselessly cast 


their fascinating SHADCWE ON THE WALL. 


ey. 


” BACKGROUND 


In Hancock County, not far from Frencknan Bay, the thriving tom 
of Collinsport is one of many fishing villages that dot the malti= 
fingered coastline of Haine, Founded An the. late seventoenth - 
century oy Isaac Collins, the commni ty prospered | through the long 
years during which fishing fleets and whalincs shtps struck out . 
from its sheltered harbor. | 


ete 


had reaci ‘thousand. the decline of the whaling trade. 
St ed 
was a tempora akback, as dozens of families...ceprived of their 


livelihood... .moved too 


arease To the "o ens", this was 
a 


& good thing. Yor them, the p Zs a weeding out of "n comers", 


defined as anyone who set 


But the fishing aa acinesaie prosper, and now familits noved 


it sta 


ats 
About thirty years ago, Collinsport was “discovered” as a sumer _ 
resort. The rugged desuty of its coastline, the fascination of the 


scores of shins setting out from tts harbor, and the feeling of. 
attracted 


separateness from the world /aizhmanh hundreds of vi each year. 
ore 

By now, Collinsport has grown accustomed to seeing ulation 

swell by almost fifty ammnersh percent during the sumer + months. he 


A small ebeee colony toox shape along the waterfront end the easel 
and paintbrush are no lwnger the curiosity they once wore. The 
many families who can 1 still trace their roots back : :@ the original ‘ 


noun Tie of the village: ao chet Peat to tolerate the "summer people" . 


pees tae ee aE ete lee Ee aE ee Ree tee ce oy 


tne main industries of pilbasseee are still its aanienbieg fishing 
fleets, canneries, and allied trades. The main body of its ine 
habitants are aupusd with a strong local pride, grewn—-ceren-more 


POV OR je TBATS « They love thi\er village square, their churches, 
their sotials, and their traditions. - 


Although the nearest large city, Bangor, is only ae tousts bus 
nia away, thete is a sense of isolationabout Collinsport and 
tha men ami women who live there. They are a barey people, formed 
by the bleakness of the cold Maine winters, ant the constant 
_danger of a life drawn from the sea. They are saspt bien of 
strangers, but once a newsomer 1s accepted he iy -Veyad and trusted 


\ 


with the warmth of a family group. 

To that adventursome stranger, thetp fs much of beauty to be seen 

in the village, but his eyes will eventually be drawn to the large 
brooding Widows 

house that looms in /mpimnrhist isolation on the crest of Eaer-Hi li, 

nw 
overlooking the harbor, staring out across the waters of the 
Atlantic. | 


If a satranser asked about the house, he micht be answered with a 
curt, "Collins House". If he persisted, he might eventually be 
told the story of that peer rare mansion....a story that would 
almost inevitably be capped with a casual admonition. "Good place 


to stay away fron”, 


"SHADOWS Oh THE WALL” will take us into the dark corners and 
panelled corridors of Collins House. 


COLLINS HOUSE 


In 1830, Jeremiah Collina, a sixth generation descendant of the : 
founder of Collinsport, shocked his family- ani mmm the community 
by returning from Europe with e French bride. He compounded the 
Bhock by announcing his intention of bullding @ grand houss atop 
the highest point in the Collinsport area....thé crest of Widow's. 
Hill. | 


Although the hill, like s0 much of the property and industry in 
the town, was owned by the Collins family, it had arene. deen . 
accepted as being in the nature of community Land It was from 
its summit that the wives of seamen would scan the ocean for 
signs of their returning husbands. The vigils were lonely and 
empty....their reward much too often news of a death...and the 
name of "Widow's Hill" head achieved a special significance in 


theo life of the town. 


But Jeremiah was a stubborn and determined manes. and the house 

was built. Designed in the style of an English Manor House, 
the 

created as a ‘setting for/mrs lovely bride, Collins House was in 


complete contrast to-the other homes in the es aa ee 


There was a large cantral cone with wings extending in both 
directions. _ Two stories in height, a total of raagets rooms in = 
all, a graceful carriage road freaky adding. majesty to its a 
entrance, commanding a magnificent view of the ocean, Collins Bei 


House was the most imposing structure in the arene 


Sa * 


But it was not a happy place. 


Josette Collins £5anA she was an alien in a hostile land. ‘Shunned 
by Joremiah's family, hated Py ths community, her nee was ‘tormented 


by increasing loneliness. 


Two years after the birth of her son, Jeremiahts Frengéh bride fell 
e+e0r jumped...to her death from the mmnza edge of Widow's Hill. 


Her body was found mm the next morning on the rocks far below. ~ 


The history of Collins House began with tragedy. But it wasn't 
always so. Through the years thet followed, the mansion was often 
a happy place, ringing with the laughter of children and the 


galety of family parties. 


But there was sadness, too. During the one hundred and thirty years 
it has been occupled by members of the Collins family, violent death 
- paid two more visits to the rocks below. Both were sulcides...both 
were young women...a bride newly brought hones ene &@ governess. 


+ 


Like Josette, nBither one was a member of the Collins famtly. 
In 1895, part of the East Wing was destroyed by fire. Although its 
cause was never public acknowledged, young Samuel Collins was sent 
to Europe soon thereafter. He never returned. The wing was rebuilt. 
Through it all, Collins House has remained... For the towm it is a@ 
symbol of the position of the dollins family in the communi ty Le 
Changed were made, of COUrSS's as the fortunes of the family rose and 
fell. When the fishing and whaling trade were at their hadght, 


new servants quarters were added. Then.. as income dwindled, belts 


were tightened, Pe ree the First orld Warf. .the Bast ere 


was closed off. It has never been reopenade Sti x © eae 


But the golden touch had not abvendoned the Collins family, and the 
post-war boom brouz gat renewed prosperity to the house on the hill. 
The fishing flest was expanded, the canneries doublod production, 

and seeds thpougi the gantunton. ene meme of Collins continued to - 


signify success, importance, and solidity. 


als : . . 
Then.. sudjenly...on a bleak doy, SSaeeen years ago, the commity 
was shocked to learn that 61l the sorvants in Collins House had . 
been unexpectedly Gismissed. Pert of the West Wing was closedecee 


and so it stands today. 


The sole remaining members of the Collins femily atill live in the 

' Lerces brooding house on the top ef the hill. Still woalthy, their 
pover end irportence in the town yas Shes they live Bloneees. 
witnout servants...walking through the rooms: and corridors of a 
mansion shadowed with riemor£es , preserving the nome and status of 
Collins, maintaining & rizid control over the fishing fleet that ‘ 
Still flies their flag.  . Ss 4 er ae 
Legends die slowly in Gollinsport, end the supersition of seafaring 
men have the grip of reality. The stories about Collins House are 
many and varied...there are some who — ma thet on a cuiot nicht one . 
can still hear poor Joset te Cellins, Jeremlah's Freneh cea: erying 
her heart out with lonelineas....there are some who say tha at ‘the 7" 
whining of the wind on Midow's Hill is mingled with the ‘walls and 
moans of the longed ea wives of sailors who never mowitied .o.there 


are some who insist tovcy have seen tos flickering of a candle in . 


ong gS a 


ewes wad BM rgb en iit tee ARIA he Selo Sette weet a oe 


C) 


Geek : Se 


the edad: Fast Wing, ® candle they swear {s held in the hand of 
thst same Samuel Colitns who wes so precipltously ushered orf t6 

Kuronve after the fire elmost seventy years ago...and there are. 
those who ere waiting for thet third body they feel will one day 
be sprawled lifelessly across the rocks at the foot of Hidowts 
ite 


Collins Hovse is a plece of mystery, of dark corners and athe 
traditions. It is to this mansion that a Btroncer will comceece 
a young girl intent on probing the secrets of her past and une 
dockins the hopes of her future. | 


\ & 


Her mame is Victoria Winters, 


ie se Be tars Phang awa tlaeeee 2 el ieee He Gist scenes eae oe eae liad eter cee 


VICTORIA WINTERS | = ee ; im . oe 


Twenty years ago, at 2:00 A.M. of a morning in early March, a _ 
cardboard carton was discovered just inside. the emergency entrance . 
of @ Foundling Hospit: lin New Yorke There were two items in the: 


cartons. sa meee and a << baby girle 


The note ate reed, "Her name 1s Victoria. I can't take care of her. 


Suge ee ae There was no signature. . 


The child was taken in and raised by the institution, given the 
surname of "Winters" (because of the season of the year when she | 
was found), and lived the homeless and lost life of children 


without parents. . jae Me ( 


There was ee other contact from the person who had left her there 
until a aay Ver years later.’ At that time a letter was received 

by the institution. An@ unsigned messarce w:s typed on plain paper, 
identifying the child to whom the letter feferred.. naming her 
specifically as Victoria, stating the circumstances under which she 
had been found, further stating that the anongeaus writer was going 
to send a sum of money to ‘help defrey the expenses of Victoria's 
care. A twenty dollar bill was enclosed vith the letter. The 


envelope bore no return address. The postmark was Bangor, Maine. 


Thereafter, until Victoria Aleft the institution at the age of six- 
teen, an envelope containing a twenty dollar bill arrived during the 
first week of every month. Twelve envelopes a year..-oach with the 
same simple message, "For Victoria", There was never a return address. 


The postmark was always Bangor, Maine. - 


: Sie 


The last ‘envelope, shortly before @rzaata 


vae=ec a ; : 
was addressed directly eee it was one thousand 


4 “Kr 


dollars in cash. . 


This was her lezacy....this — that Havent een note that had 


Gicdri 
been left ina cardboard box Bo many years RZOe Sr was a bright, 


—fetormised, attractive girl with an almost insattlable hunger for 
wr ALS Ac des * 
ee hier shaped by the void of ee broukht up by an. 
inksitutional family, and ehitenaned by the vecuum of rootlessness, 
She felt, even then, that she would ‘never be able to embrace the 
fullness of a future mtil she knew the reality of her past. She. 
envied every child who watiea hand in hand with its mother, every 
girl that embraced a eae ee sor ars person in nee world who had 
a sense of belonging. 


H.r initial impulse was to use her money to ‘go to Bangor and try to 
locate the anonymous writer of the parade of envelopes. But she 

was advised by the institution that they had made extensive inquiries 
and had arrived nowhere. She'd be wasting time and money that could 


be put to far better usex at this moment in her ans 


—Videi 

1 had always had a talent with children. Perhaps her own 
emptiness WE civen her an insight and rapport with the special 
world of children without roots, ee she was always able to reach 


some of the uncommuni cative younger children who lived with her 


in this Spectas environment. - . 


int her life tn this ection. a mediate 


and the gnawing vo of - own beginniizs—w —pushtd int» the 


rorvil. 


She was, anes to point her dete in that direction, and offered 
the opportunity to stay on as an aide in the Foundling Hospital 
while she finished her schooling. She was a good student, finished 
at the top of her high school class, and stayed on at the Foundling 
Home, now working pab ates time. | 


Through 4t all, constantly working with postions sear she was 
always aware of her ow emptiness, Warm ani friendly, but feeling 
unprepared to face a world filled with strangers, she lived along 
from month to month, yearning only for that understanding of her 
Past that would Eive Some purpose to her future. 


It was a protective life, one that nurtured the basic ingenuousness - 
of Vicki's nature and inedoghiree het ghtened her sense of aloneness. 
Her hunger was always with her, and the sterile walls of a Foundling 
Hospital were Scarcely the surroundings to bring fulfillment to 

an attractive girl eee e her twentieth birthday. 


That was when: she received the letter, 


It was the offer of a position as companion to a fiftyesix year old 
woman, and governess to a nine year old boy. The letter was signed 
by "Elizabeth Collins Stoddard*®. The postmark was "Collinsport, 


Maine", 


C) 


IZABETEH COLLINS STODDARD 


Elizabeth Collins was the eighth generation of Collins? to be born 
in Collinsport and the third generation to be born in the big house eo 
on the erest of Widow's Hill. Her father, Joseph, had wanted a 


boy and was disaspointed...and her mother, Carolyn, who was only 


eighteen at the time, devoted the rest of her life to fulfilling 
this mmimtche ambition of her husband's, 


She didn't succeed until twenty years later, when she gave birth to 


a son and died in the process, 


Elizabeth had a happy childh:od, was loved by both her parents, 


and lived the over-protective life of the only child. She—ras— 


moments of her life were when he»-¢-ther—tovk—her—wibh—him—be-bire—- 
office of the Collins Fishing Fieet, Long having accepted the fact 
one Elizabeth would be his only eniaey Joseph foresaw the day that 

he would die and the family sisiciaes would go to her. Even when she 
was in her late teens, he would consult with her on every phase of 

the business and was delighted to see — much she enjoyed it, mms 

She had strength, decisiveness, and every attribute he wanted in his 


child....except that she was a girl, 


Then came the astonishing news of Carolyn's pregnancy at the age of 
thirty-eight, the birth of their son, Roger, and Carolyn's death aa 


_& resulte 


_Joseoh went to pieces. He seemed immobilized by the death of his 


wife, and Klizabsth found more and more of the deeisions of the 


business falling to her, 


Three years later, Joseph died. Elizabeth's time was now fully 
occupied with managing the fishing fleet, and helping to raise a 
brother twenty years younger than nerself. There was no time for 


a life of her own, and the years passed. 


Bysx the time she was thirtySagey Elizabeth had weathered two crises 
in business affairs, seen her brother grow to an irresponsible 
boy of a, anc had given up ell hope of the kind of romance, 


home, and children that every woman reaches for. 


It was then that a young man came to town. Paul Stoddard was twenty- 
nine, wild, irrepresible, Shieniney). cand amoral. A merchant seaman, 
slightly Wounded in the war, Paul a.plied for and received a berth 
on one of Elizabeth's ships. But his sights were hichar than that. 


Paul began to pey special attention to HKlizabeth, and found many 
excuses to visit the big house on the hill. He was a virile, hand= 
Some man...eand it had been a long time since handsome men had paid 
court to her. She found herself falling madly in love with him. 


They were married, At last Elizabeth felt she could gradually retire 
from the business and live the life she had missed for 80 long. But 
she soon discnvered that Paults charm did not come fully equipped 


with e sense of responsibility. 


Tre eee wers hectic and unheppy years for Elizabeth, as 
Paul romped through life, enjoying the things hee money could buyes. 
‘sometimes putting in an appearance at the office....but more often 
running up debts Elizabeth had to paye Ho one in torn could under- 
stand how Elizabeth could stend by Paul, but she séaned to léve him 
in spite of his actionse oe 


\ 


At the aze of thirty-eight... paralleling her nother...ELizabeth 
became pregnant. It wasn't longs after that. that -Paul left. He 
simply disappeared from Collinsport and never returned. 


From that moment, Elizabeth's life changed completely. She dismissed 
the few remaining servants, closed down part of the West Wing to 
reduce the problem of housekeeping....and turned her face away from 
the world. | 


Elizabéth Collins Stoddard has never left the house since that daye 


Hor contacts with the outside world are meager. ‘Weakly visits fren 

KA 
Bill = the Collins Fheot office manager, a once-weekly visit 
from a women in town for house=cleaning help, necessary doctor CAPGec. 


occasional curious people who want to see what a hermit looks like. 


At the first, the curiosity of the town was enormousm and there were 
many who found excuses to make the trip to the top of the hill and 


886 how "Elizabeth was getting along®. Bob aabety oars is a long 


time, and by now her visitors are rare. 
‘Much has happened during those years. Elizebeth!s daughter, Carolyne. 
named after Bligabeth's mother...was ae and brought up in the old 

house. She still lives thore. oe | 


Elizabeth's brother, Roger, grew to manhood in the house. Always 

close to Paul, Mizban Roger resented thse attitude of the town towards 

Elizabethts profligate husband, and always felt that his sister had 

driven her husbani away. LIke Paul, Roger matured with very little 
hd Isa 


sense of responsibility. Unlike Paul, Roger arent have ite charm 
to pull 1t off. 


Ten years ago, after a scandal that almost rocked the Collins 
prestige to its roots, Roger married a Souet girl Renee Toure 
Robin, and moved away from Collinsport. 


They settled in Augusta, where Roger earned- a precarious living 
as an insurance salesman, his income supplemented By-meney 


| remittances from es Roger and Laura hed” a BONee Davide 


ADout three years ago, Laura fell eo to an "4llness” that 
persisted with inoreasing intensity Untile+vory recently...1t 
became necessary for her to be admittcdé to a hospital for "medical 


attention". 


David and Rdger...the last persons still living to bear the Collins 
name..eleft Augusta and cams to stay at Collins House, There are 
four people living there BOwsss eB TZeboth, aco ee: aids eng 
Carolyn, age #4, and David, age 9. e Arte i _ 


Elizabeth is still a proud woman, as protective of the Collins name 
as were her ancestors. She is generally tacktum...dut one can 
occasiorally catch mi a rea of warmth under the shell that — 
- hardened through the sisSeeet years of virtual isolation. She is 
still the good businesswoman she always was, and Bill Malloy...now 
much older...still pays his weekly visits to the top of Widow's 


HLL to consult on business matters. 


The initial intense curiosity of the townspeople has diminished 
through the yearse...but the brooding house above the tow is a. 


constant reminder of strangenesse 


Meany stories have been told about Elizabeth and Paul...and by now 


the Villagers have generally accepted a basically romantic and 


seemingly logical reason for her withirawal. They are sure that 


she is still in love with her wamiering husband, shat she feels 
he will return one day, ami that she wants to be there in the 
house on the day he comes back, | 


They nayeie Boe her, excest for occasional necessary visits, but 
the prestige of the Collins name is still very much alive, as is 
the st eeestn of the Collins! fortune and the importance: of its 
fishing fleet and cannery to the welfare of the community. 


They are a stranse contrast in Collinsporte...the reality of the 


ships that leave the harbor, ani the peculfar unreality of their - 


ovner, living in thet house on Widow's Hill. For Elizabeth has 
elmost assumed the nature of a peeePs in her own ehestines 


She is a ghost living in a house of ghosts. 


CAROLYN STODDARD 


The only daughter of Elizabeth Stoddard is now seventeen years old. 
An intense, attractive girl, Carolyn seems to devote her energies 
towards counteracting the gloom of the ola house within which Hes | 
mother had imprisoned herself, Armed with an air of independence, - 
driven by the devils of rebellion, Carolyn's romantic attachments 
have, for several years, been a source of distress for her mother 


and a constant fund of gossip for the housewives of Collirs port. 


But it wasn't always 50. As though to erase the darkness of 

Collins Houses Elizabeth had raised her daughter on fairy tales and 
stories of knifhts in armor. A sensitive child, Carolyn had often 
retreated in her world of make»believe...a world shared by millions 
6f-éhi laren in far happier homes. But for Carolyn the daydreams were 
often a necessity, since the panelled walls of Collins House were 

not only the protective boundaries of home, but werealso a prison 


that prevented a loving mother from Sharing the sunlight. 


For Elizabeth did love her daughter, “Let there be no question 
about that. All the affection, compassion, and warmth the older 
woman possessed were chanelled towards the girl who was the only 
reminder of a marriage that had lasted much too briefly. 


‘-Elizabeth!s energies were devoted to ensuring for Carolyn the 
happiness that she herself had never real ly possessed, 


Carolyn's childhood was spent in a divided world. Her days were 
. passed in the Collinsport School, and her nights in the house on the 
hill. And there were times she felt happier when school was out, 


and she could spend all her time sitting hoar the edge of the olire, 
looking out at the sea, waiting for her father to return. 


Schoolehildren can be cruel, and eee was forced...over ‘and 
over againe..to defend her mother against the taunts of "Crazy ela 
Liz", Her defense was the defense of the village. She would say 
thet her father was going to come back, and that her mother was 
waiting in the house for his return. 


And she gradually came to believe ite In fact, the long vigil of 
Elizabeth's finally came to be the most romantic tale of all. And 
in spite of the obvious desertion of herself and her mother by her 
father, she refused to allow herself to feel SEy hatred towards 
him. The mere fact that Elizabeth was waiting so long for his i 
return was proof enough that he was worth waiting for...and she 
was positive there would be a reasonable explantion for his going 
avaye So...through the years, Carolyn had built up a picture of 
Paul in her mind...a picture of bin as the wandering knight who 
will someday return to his home. 


But as shé reached ede isseance there were other devils working 
within tho troubled girl, - Carotyn began to feel the stirrings of 
a desire for the brightness of a love that would counteract the 
Bloon of the house in which she was raised, with that, came the 
beginnings of a resentment against Hex mottene.sd woman who had 
caused Carolyn to be m& laughed at in sbhool, @ woman who seemed 
selfishly bound to an wreasonable vigil, a woman who was a symbol 
of frustration and darkness, 


Carolyh wanted to escapee She wanted to be free of the darkness - 


that had surrounded her since birth. She wanted to reach out and 


grab timmb the brass ring of joy. 


She was only-fourteen when she discovered how atewmosdye she was to 
the young boys of the town. To her it was an escape. Going out on 
dates, chasing arowmd wildly, erostaine in the back seat of an old 
car, or dancing to the frenzied music of a roadhouse jukebox...all 
the pleasures she oud fim were welcome contrast to the panelled 
gloom of the old house on the hill. 


Elizabeth was torn end tormented by the violent rebellion of this 
daughter she loved so deeply. She kept hoping ami praying eke 

would be a “settling down” point, when Carolyn would find someone 
she really loved...someone who would f4111 the void that Pama 


yawned so deeply within her, 


Elizabeth thought she understood Carolyn's drive...eher need to 


get away, to escape from the oppression of years in the old house@e 


What she didn't understand was the fact that Geveiad was propelled 
by twin devils....freedom and fear, As much as she longed to breathe 
the fresh air away from Collins House, the tormented firl was 
terrified of what that air might be like, 


She had seen what committment could do. She bad seen and lived with 
the results of her mother's marriage. And, deep within her...tm= 
recognized by herself. ..lurked the barrier that said, “Don't Samet 


yourself to any one man, Marriage breeds unhappiness...longlinesse.. 
dark corners. Don't get trapped into it.® 


- Af seventeen, an attractive virsetous. 
es gist dh. en] oys every moment ‘of: Life... but who ; deep within, 
a3. of what ite can do. 


BURKE-DEVLIN - Se me, : ss ay 
Burke Devlin is an angry hongry man, born two hundred years too lata. 
In the eighteenth century he might have been a frecbooter, a raging 


} 


soldier of Portiune, or a. conquerer of some distant land. 


But he was born thirty-two years ago, in a shack not. far pa the, 


Pa 
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- Collinsport waterfront. A wild, uncontrollable boy...given to 
glowering rages and sudden exiiattonsuciGunie grew to manhood : 
enjoying what he eo.1ld fird and leaving the pisces for otheraz to. 
gather behind hime Handsome, dark, a man of intense sexuality... 
he wanted to love the world, and boutdany lines were established, 


o 


only to be apenas 


His family was poor, and ‘the distance between that waterfront. shack é 
and the grand house on Widow's Hill should have been eke amea in 
light years. But Burke, even at’ the age of ten, was not one to 
wait for invitations...and his first close contact with the Collins 
family came on the day he sneaked into Collins House to "have a Look 
around" » 


That cantact® came. in the form of nowly-narried | Paul Stoddardts 
brawny hand fimly eEpEred to the seat of Burke!s pants. Burke 


usver forgot thate 
\ 


=. tod 


Nor did he forget the house...the Sennesss the aed eee ‘the symbol 
eo position and Importance. tt was a Dorm to feed his. eager 


4 
4 


By the tine: ‘he was tuenty-t7o, Burke was working on one of the ; 


Collins ships. ‘Strangely enough, hetd struck up and nurtured a 
friendship with noes? aca who wa ix, years older than hee 


Roger had recognized in this wild young man ‘the sams zest for a 
Jife, the same arrogent charm wm he had remembered admiring. so much — 
| in Paul Stoddard, mae had atsappoared Waryoars | before. “Roger was. 
always a follover, ‘and he hitched his yeerntns for freedom ‘trom ; 
responsibility to Burkets ) coattails. : 


They ran around eopeensa eae together, got drunk together. 


Then Burke fell in love. The girl was named Laura Robin. Laura 
wes twenty-one and had just moved to Collinsport with her family. 
She was an ambitious girl, densual, darkly attractive...and eater 
felt he had found someone who would help him conquer ene world. | 


But Laura had other plans. When she ‘discovered that Burke was close 
friends with Roger Collins, she managed to arrange an introduction.” 
Marriage to the rich Collins family was much more meeiraete to her 

. than epee her life with a wild young acre | 


- AY my 7 


' ‘Burke ‘found Laura slipping away from bine waves a ommtsm passive 


man, ‘he arranged & confrontation. —— Burke, sLaura, and Roger met 
ata roadhouse not far from town... ."talked” things over, and got 


quietly drunk. 7 7 ee ee ie a mie ° 


Driving back ‘6 town in Roger's. car, they ran into a one man crossin 


the road. The man was killed. 


The next morning, ae senaeenis came to Burke's house ‘to arrest 
him on a charge of manslaughter. .. Roger haa sworn that Burke was 


driving the car, and his. sie! hea been substantiated by Tauras 


“Burke was ; butraged, insisted on ‘bis innocence, protested that ns 
hadn't been behind the wheel at ail. It was useless,. 


The | Collins family nea: cous and prestigas. Burke was Just an’ 
ordinary man. The niche nawencd attorneys available to Roger were 
as far ear ey from Burke as was thet house on the hil. He felt he 
was ans ant being crushed by an elephant. | 


The day before the case beh to trial, Laura and Roger were married. 
, In court, it was ‘all too simple. Burke insisted he was being 
‘rallroaded. Roger gave his Pert enonyew=ne aid Iaura.e Burke was 


Peirce t> ten years in the State Penitentiary for nenslaughter, 


Within two days, — and Roger ‘had moved away from Collinsport and 
settled in ies 


Pa 


Burke served out five years of his. terms....five years of menting - 

seething anger. But he held that anger close within tio him, ; 

forcings calmness, mowing his. release would give him the opportunity | 
=e fulfill the one ambition that now occupied all hts thoughts. -~ 


His bdibvtes. was good, end he was rcleased after serving five years. 
After that, he disappeared. 


Howee-five years later...at the age of 32, Burke Devlin has once 


_ again returned to Collinsport,~ The mystery of those. five mB ETS 


years has, to this point, been unanswered... «but the tangible evidence 
of fheir value is present in the fact that Burke soans to pare 
‘unlimited funds at his disposal. 


1. 


ote . 


Burke's a rich man now...and there are some who say he spent those 
five years striking oil in South America. Others say 1t was diamonds 
in Africa, SCpoR bine a revolution in the Far East, ruming guns to 


Cuba. Burke gives no answers. 


‘ % v 
‘ : 
t 


For him now, there is only one goal. The complete distruction of 
the Collins family and what they stand for. ‘Nirvana, for him, would 
be owning control of the fishing fleet and living in the big house 


on top of Widow's Hill. Amd all his energies will be exerted towards 
these ends, 3 


But, with it all, he is not eG evil man. Burke is hungry and driven.. 
but the drive he now follows was forced by cl rounstances, Still | 
given to those same glowerins rages ani Budden exnltations, he is 

&@ volatile man....a man vibrating with life, roaring with passionece 
witty, violent, crushingly sie eeeee 


For him, love is an adventure and a great love is a greater adventure. 


a 


He 48 the contemporary Edmond Dantes, the modern Heathcliffe...arms 
Spread wide to embrace what he feels is rightfully his. 


' DAVID COLLINS 


To understand nine-year old David Collins, one must know something 
of the true history of his family. a * -— 


His father and mother..Roger Collins and Laura Robin...wore married 
during the chaotic age immediately preceding Burke Devlints trial 
for manslaughter. The marriage was a strange one from the beginning, 
for Laura and Roger...and only thepita they...both knew that the 
ceremony was Roger's part of a bargain thet resulted in Laurats 


devestating testbmony =n the days that followed. 


A relationship based on mutual ghthmanmmniy guilt can only be 
destructive, and this was no manny exception. They'd both i 
committed perjury...they'd both played a part in sending an 
innocent man to prison...and that knowledge was something neither 
of them would ever permit the other to forget. 


Even the rewards ee meager. Roger had his freedom, but he was 
tied to a woman he would grow to despise, Laura had her marriage 
into ae Collins family, but their enforced move to Augusta brought 

her tS place where the Collins mame was of no importance. 


The crowning blow to onan was the birth of David...seven months 
after the wedding ceremony. Although Laura insisted it was an 
early birth, Roger was certain that the ehild was not his....that 
David was Burke's son. (Whether or not this sie in fact, the 
truth, is a determination for the future. It can easily be ree . 
solved either way, dependent upon the best amt most exciting . 


resolution for current story development.) 


David grew up in an ancry, bitter, divided household. Roger hated 
him, seeing nothing but a living remindér of the man hetd sent to 
prison. Laura alternately smothered him with affection and 
shattered hin with gos ieee tons By the time he was five, David 
head learned the best protection was silence. He was a quiet, un= 
communicative, unhappy boy e 


When he was six, his Scbtee paebtyed a phone call that seamed 
shattering....a call that was followed, almost imiediately aftere 
wards, by the most violent battle Roger and Laura had ever had. 
Furniture wa: tossed, vilows wore strucke.. and to the little boy 
cowering behind a closed abe: the shrieks of a anger punctuated boy 
the shouting of the name, "Burke Devlin", wore food. for nightmares 
that still persist. , 


The battle eventually subsided, and life went on. Roger.. never 
a giant of responsibility or efficiency...was constantly nervous, 
and his income from his insurance business diminished. Lauraees 
basically weak and selfish...cave way to self-pity. She felt all 
the troubles of the world had iden heaped on thimatm her shoulders, 
and she began to retreat into the happy world of 180 proof scotche 


The monthly remittances from Collinsport continued to arrive, and 
they survived. But it was during this period that David learned 
the meaning of guile. With his mother in an alcoholic daze for 
mach of the time, and ig father either abusive or unconcerned, the 
. boy had to manage much of daily living for himself. He expected 
nothing from anyone, and developed an ingrained hostility almost to 
the point of paranolae | | . 


ase 
And yet his only real contort and security were those rare moments 
when his mothér ‘opened her arms and hela him close to her. He 
loved his mother...perhaps irrationally...but deeply, and he 
screamed futile defiance at the hospital attendants who finally 
cane to take Laura Collins to a sanitorium. 


For David, the departure of Laura was a disaster. For Roger, it 
seamed mm to be a gift that would enable him to gain release from 
the "prison" 4n which he felt he hed been living for the past ten 
years. Ever since the scandal and the enforced departure from 
Collinsvort, he had dreamed only of the opportunity to return 
and share in the proceeds of the family business, (He had even 
felt injury in the fact that the business was being run by Bill 
Malloy....and not by himself. After all, he was the only son of 
Joseph Collins...and felt his rightful pisee was at the head of 
the Collins Fishing Fleet.) | | 


_ Elizabeth had made no secret of the fact that she woul not allow 
his return, But now the situation had changed. Roger made6 ani une 
expected visit to his sister at Collins House, pleaded the cause of 
his Sonese..the "poor nineyear old child, with no mother to care for 
him". dea appealed to Elizabeth's femily pride, skilfully reminded 
her thet David was the heir to the Collins name, paeneartS promised 
& renewal of responsibility end sobriety. 


And s0 Davide..and Roger... -have come to live with Elizabeth in Collis 
House. The nine-year old boy is a strane companion to Elizabeth and 
Carolyn. Unpredictable in attitude and behavior, devious and Bly, 
hostile and untrusting....but with a young boy's ocurlesity and need 
for approval...his moods change with lightning-like specd e | 


Ho is a frightened....and often frightening...child. a 


‘ 


Re 


JCSEPE HASKELL - 


| Geo . 
Joe Haskell is Sir, A rugged New Englander with a deep 


. w 7 * - 
love of the sea, Joe ts en of natural dignity end quiet’ ame 


‘bition. 


The Haskells were a "new" family in Collinsport, their tenure 
dating back only to the beginning of thts century. Joe's father 
was 2 hard-working fisherman who died at sea when his ship 
foundered years ago. - 


Joe had ts leave school and pick up whet work a fourteen-year old | 
boy could on the boats that set out from Collinsport Harbor. Eis 
mother managed to get odd ane one of them being that weekly task 

of housecleaning st Collins House. | 


It was a hard life for both of trem, but Joe...even at that aseeece 
head a goal in mind, and they saved every penny they could until 
the day he would be able to buy a boat of his Own. 


When he was old enough to drive, Joe bought an old car and began 
taking his mother up to Collins House in the mornings and picking 
her up at nighte The mystery of the house and the strange seclusion 
of its mistress fascinated hin, as it did ell the young people in 
town.e....but during that period he was even mor e interested in the 


sensitive and lovely young girl who shared the dark corridors with 
her troubled mother, 


Joe's friendship with Carolyn began back in those days, and the 
weekly appearances of the serious young mon in the rattling Ford 


New 


were events to be anticipated with pleasure ami excitement. © ‘Carolyn, 
found she was able to talk to Joe with a freedom she'd never Boeri 
experienced before, and they!d spend whatever time they could find 
exploring her hopes,,her dreams, her longings for the futures 


As they veren older, their friendshop ripened, and the trips to the 
top of the hill became more frequent. Joe spread his life before 
her, talking about his ambitions, his deep need for independence, © 
the unparalleled exhilaration of casting a net on the open sear | 


They were a strange pair...these two. The wild daughter of the 
oldest fam’ ly in Collinsport, and the solid young fisherman with 
nothing to offer but ambition. As Caroiya flew about in her frenzy 
of rebellion, Joo became the only rock to which she could constantly 
return. But the rock also meant committment, and that was something 
from which Carolyn was dedicated to escapes 


! 


For Elizabeth, the boy was a chance to bring solidity and reality 
into her daughter's life. Carolyn was young to marry, it is true, 
but Elizabeth wanted her daughter to have He DD Renes and Joe seaned 
to be the one who could bring it to her. He was scarcely the match 
Elizabeth might have dreamed of for Carolyn, but she could not help 
but recognize in Joe the qualities that had been the strength and 
vitality of the pioneers who had Pounded the Collins fortuse 0 


long agoe 


For Joe is a pioneer...an independent man eis wants to carve out his 
world for himself. With it all, he moseesses a strong sense of 
morality, and believes that man was put on this earth to do good. 
His solidity 1s based on a firn Baéceptance of the reality of the 


material world. What he can experience with his senses is tune 
and honest. There is no place in his’world for fairy-tales. They 
belong in books. Ghosts are figments of imagination and Pepents | 
have no meaning until they can be proved as-fact. | 


By the time he was twenty-one, one reality...above all others... 
filled his consciousness. He knew he was in love with Carolyn | 
and wanted to marry her. They were young, he realized, but he 
had finally reached the point at which he would be able to buy. 
the boat that Would give him his independence. 


Their very ones he felt, was a gift that would Present them with 
that many more years of happiness together. 


The sky was choudless, the moon was brilliant, and the dark shadow 
of Collins House lay full upon them the night he proposed. 


By the age of sixty, Bill Malloy has been managing ths Collins 
Fishing Fleet for more than twenty yearse Host of thst Long 

-perlod has deen punctuated by visits to Collins House for the 
business consultations on which Elizabeth has always insisted. 


When BLll had initially come to work for the firm, a young man 
of twenty five, his earliest impressions had been colorsd by 

the intense admiration he felt for young Elizabeth Collins, 

who 80 valiantly am efficiently had stepped into her fatherts 
place as re of tis firm. If one were to ask him, he would 
probably say he fell in love with her the first time she dressed 


him dow for an error in calculation. - 


That long ato; he had had hopes of marrying her, but he soon 
Peaveed tht her devotion was completely to the dual problems of 
running the affairs of the business and helping to raise her 
young brother to manhood. . . . | 


Realistic enough to recognize a stone’ wall when he saw one, Bill 
turned his thoughts in other directions, and married at the age of 
28. His wag a happy marriage...although ehtlaless...ani the only 
senteus arguments he ever had with his wife wes during the period 
of his grest concern over Elizabeth's involvement with Paul 
Stodiard, the young daveutuner wao achieved ths goal Bill had 


abandoned many years before. 


eae 


be had recognized Paul for the amoral, self-serving man he was, and 
desperately wanted to warn Elizabeth away from him. ' However, he said 
nothing, and it was with greet disturbance thet he lived through the 


Short tumultucus unhenpy years of Elizebeth's marriage. 


His wife died at about the time of Roger Collinst banishment from 
town, and his own grief was matched by his concern for Elizabeth: - 


ani,stran.e solitary life she had chosen for herself, 


Through the years he has been nor mort major contsct with the outer 
vorld, considering her interests, her cares, her fears and hopes 

as though they were his own. And: through these yuere his devotion 
to her has gem grown again, with the added dimension of maturity and 


nee 


He can never understand why she has. chosen to live ss she does, and 
longs aso gave up asking her to come out into the world agein. Ee | 
treats Sarolyn es he would his owm daughter, if he had one, and she 


t 
returns the arp eeys ree to him for/advice and help he is 80 
anxious ‘to give. 


Ee ennsacneeea nov, marry Elizabeth if she would have hir.s.and she 
knows it. There 1s @ strong bond between these CWO 00eed bond of 
efgection, ee eeeee and trust. 


If one were to categorize Bill Mallog, one would Bay he was Ped 
typicel New Englander....shrew, uncommmicative, watchful, 
with a surfece hardness that serves as a dour protective sovering 


for a wermth and emotionality that ft would be "“unmanly" to display. 


Net 


MARCLSET EVANS 


Maggie Evans is a cynic. At the young age of twenty-three, she locks 


at the world through a wry screen of disbelief, protecting herself 


against burt by a rich fund of humor. She believes in taking life 
as it comes to her, smiling at it, and never being surprised when - 
the road is rockfer than tt seemed s 


Mezgie was born in Collinsport, the daughter of one of those idealise- 


tie young artists who was determined the village would be the 
Provincetown of the PihaKes Her mother, & local girl, was entranced 
by Sam Evans* enthusiasms, his fiery red beard, his palette, and 
the Aden blue eyes that seemed to see so much more beauty than she 


would ever Imagine. — 


The Evans household wes a happy one, and the absence of money was 
scarcely noticed in a hono thet rang with laughter and the deop | 
booming sounds of Sam's voice. Magetie can still remember the 


Pleasure of tho winter nights when her father would read egloud to 


her, pulling a book from his shelf at random, drenching her ina 
vast array of Dickens, Boawiilaure, biekrmeyncn Hemingway, Thoreau, 
Dreiser, Proust..ehalf of which she didn't understand, but all of 
which she loved. 


Sam Evans was. great believers in self-education, and...even after 
that sad moment when Macgie's mother died...he continued his passion 
to enrich his deughtor's life with the sum total of “spe literature 


and stories he loved so deeply. 


They were more than father and daughter. They were friends » Come 


panions, friendly antagonists, and happy wanderers. Sam was a VAT, 
. ts Par . . ee é 


mS 


lovins, expansive, open mane +. sand Hagete gloved +n the re of his 
understanding. 


ro then it chanced. Suddenly and without explanation. It was ten 
“years ago, and Hasgie was only thirteen. Sau Bold “FR of hts painte 
ingse..or so he told Macgie...for ths fantastic sum of fifteen 
thousand dollars. it WES more money than they'd ever hoped to have 
in their lives, and should = brought en even brighter glow into 
their home. 


But there was a diffsrence. Sam became quieter, more withdrawn than 
usual...and would fly into a sudden frenzy every time Maggie would 
ask the neme of the man who had bought the paintings, To this day, 
she hasn't received én answer to that question, and longs ago learned 
not to raise the subject. But she does remember that shortly before 
the "big sale"...as she still refors to Lees there were a number 

of visits from a member of that old established fently that lived 

on ‘the hill...-Roger Collins. 


Sam became a different man after that fifteen thousand dollars came 
into his possession. He painted less and drank more. Still erticu= 
sd Jaaenstes cbse capable of moments of the roaring vibrancy . 
of years defore...Sam roams the rocks and sands of Collinsport with 
his easel and palette. His beard is as red as it always was, but 
the blue eyes no longer sean to see a vision of beauty. | There is 


an emptiness ay a ee unsurensss that Taman was nevar & part 


of hin. 


Sam ran through his windfall with reckless abanion...buying as many 
presents ani Luxuries for Maggle as he id for himself. But their 
relationship had changed. For the first time, there was an area of 
his life that was withheld from Bersgeeand those roots. were the 


beginning of an “unepoken estrangemente - 


They still went through the motions of companionship, but the reality. 
was gone. She has always known that something had happened...somee 
thing involving thut fifteen thousand dollars ani Roger Collins... 


dvut, since those earliest days, she has never probede 


She learned, though. She learned that relationships can change, that . 
warmth and understanding ean be transient, that the "most womerful 
of men" can have foct of clay. And she learned how to protect here. 


-~ 


self from future disappointment. 


“And 80 Megeia Evens is a cynice At the age of twenty-three she ~ 

has bounced through a number of love affairs, and hes finally settled 
down behind ‘the eounter of the Collinsport Diner. There shoe watches 
the perade of arrivals and Sepavtures; & parade provided by the fact 
that the bus from Fanboy pecs up and discharges. its feu passengers — 


at her door. 


She's the king ef gal who is evorybody's pale..and nobody's friend. 
A&A wisocrack can supplant reality, and a big laugh can avold truth. 

For, essentiélly, Manele isa lonely personeeehoning for sonething 

and expectinz nothing. - 43 : , 


Yet there are times shes does become involved, in spite of her 
determination to keep the yook between herself and the pool of woes 
that is her secret definition of life. Collinsport, after all, . 
4s a pial places..ami life does touch everyone in ite © ae 


That touch reaches out to Maggie in unexpected ways, and occasionally 


' gindsan undiscovered pooket of warmth and concerne 


No one 1s more Burprised by this than she 18s 


tte 27. 


FOOTNOTES 


No writer can depiot the characters in his play with honesty unless 
he has a true understanding of their backgrounds am motivations « 
It is for this reason...and this reason alone...that the foragoing 


character sketches provide as much information as they doe 


They are intended as guides for the writer....and not as information 


for the viewer. 


Much of what has been written on the previous pages will not be 
revealed to the viewer until the dramtio content of the story will 
be best served by such revelation. Noither the viewer...nor 

NO eat cay know, for instance, why young David Collins 
4s the disturbed boy he is. The results of that distmmbance will, 
of course, be evident in his actions and reactions....but their 
cause, and the revelation of their cause, will be part of a story 
centered on Shetiews “attempts to bring tha him to the beginning of 


emotional stability. 


t . 


“9 


, Nnwacteny 
Burke Devlin will be a mystery to Bhesda.. .and the viewers...until 


we choose to open that mystery bit by bit. 

ust : 

The tragedy of 111-fated Roger Collins and his ee wna be a 
secret nurtured by a family, and will only be revealed when dramatic 


tension can be heiglitenea by its gradual unfolding. — ‘ 


Almost every phase of the undercurrents of each character's pastecee 
tAnNia's 

Carolyn's fear of marriage. s;Sueddets Search for her past.» Elizae 

beth's refusal to leave her home..,seven the legends and “ghosts” of 


Collins House..--will be 4 new discovery to the viewer as he is 


ia 
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THE STORY 


It is nine-thirty on a stormy October maces le the last 
bus from Bangor pulls to a halt @ deposits a Caen twenty-one 
year old girl and hor luggage ‘on a quiet street in the small 
Maine village of Collinsporte It's been a long road for Victoria 
Winters, and yet she fools her journey has only begun. In her . 
purse she carries the Lettor from a Mrs. Elizabeth Collins 
Stoddard, written in response to Vicki's acceptance of the offer 
to serve as companion and governess at Collins House. It had 
not been an easy decision to make.,..coming this lon: aistance from 


hor home in New York.,.but sonekow Vicki had felt it was the oy 


- 


answer for here 


She had felt lost, unhappy» unrooted pinee-the-death-ef-—her 
ftenve. . anxious and determined to solve the mystery of her own 
life. And she knew that mystery reached out, in some strange WAY, 
to this area of the countrys Bangor was only an ‘hour's drive away, 
and £t was from Bangor that monthly remittances had boen sent during 
all her long years in the Foundling Home. Somehow she felt there 
was A connection between those and this unexpected offer of 
a position by a woman of whom she had never heard. She intends, if 
‘possible, to learn what that connection is. 

= First steps first. She must find eednapartetica to Collins 
House, a place that 4s only a name to Hee at the momont She enters 
the Collinsport Diner to make inquiripax. It is there, for the 
first time, that she meets Maggie Evans...a girl with whom she will 


form a lastin;, friendship in the months aheade | 


mpage ee eT ar oh Oe Re RP OERTETETIE Try Ee 
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' Business is slow at this time of night, and and Maggie is alone. 
‘pehind the counter. Arrangements are made for the local text to 
come to pick her up. More than thet, though, Vicki vegins to — 
sense some strange attitude towards the place to which she is going, 
— as well as towards the people who live in ite. Hot that Maggie puts 
_ anything into words e+ .but 4t is in the manner ani tone that the 


4mage of uneasiness sets ine 
ee ; It 4s while she is waiting for her taxi that fii Vicki has her 


first contact with Burke Devlin. The handsome, darkly vibrant 
young man enters the diner and ts pmoatingmas greeted with great 


warmth by Maggie. He has just arrived in towne. eis obviously quite 
wealthy, and intonds to stay. Moreover, he 48 interested in the 
fact that Vicki is going to be living and working at Collins Housée 
Burke, himself, has taken 4 suite of rooms at the local hoteles. 


which he calls his "temporary permanent residence” e TRerete-no 


eae ea his bland statement that he will nioyminm live in his 
= hotel guste imtil he buys & house...the only house in Collinsport; he 
wants to own and 11 in... Collins Tlous66 Biokt 4s attracted t 


There is no doubting his attitude towards the Collins family,. his 
intense dislike of aie 
WAI RUG 

He is wire rhe SEARS G her that she'd be smart 
4f¢ she'd never go near Collins ee The tension mounts as Maggie 
seconds Burke's advice to Vicki....-telling her that the best thing 
for her to do is to wait right here in town, and take the first 
bus in the morning back to New Yorke | 


- But she does not go backee..and the gothic odyssey of Victoria 


Winters begins. 


At the great dark house on the hill, Elisabeth Stoddard waits 
for the arrival of her new enployees Ker daughter, Carolyn,’ has 


Spe tae bas Qe? Aas O& 


gone off po_dinnon ani meese SE YOUNES Foo Haskell» Hine-year 
o14 Pavid Collins 48 at lest in bed, and Elizabeth is alone with 
her brother, Rogere 

The relationship between these two is a stranse One Flizae 
beth has very little respect for her brother, is aware of his weake 
nesses, of his lack of love for his own son, of his baste {rrespone- 
sibility. Roger is almost actively hostile towuraa his BiLbtereces 
fooling she hes deprived hin of his rightful place in the Collins 
fermented hierarchye. Yet he is fearful of her, knows he 4s dependent 
upon her, knows that his presence in the house ie tolerated only 
because of Elisabeth's concorn for David's welfare. He wants to 
take an active part in the Collins business affairs, fools Elizae 
beth won't give him the opportunity. 

And underlying it all...beneath Roger's surfaco air of 
assurancee.e-is an unspoken Teer tht seems to haunt hin. Neithor 
he nor Elizabeth montion/tea, cause. of thet feare. but it isa Living 
fect lying betwoen thon, just os the tenuous stranis of Collins 
loyalty binis then togethers 

An atmosphere of tension is almost a living thing in the 
house on Widow's Hill...tension that. is heightened by the sudden 


and unoxpected return of Carolyn, much earlier than enticipatede 


Joe Ww ol ee 
can't seem to make him she doesn't want to move, 


other alone in this old house 


To Roger, this is a foe. He's there, he fools. And there's 
nothing to’ keep Elizabeth from opening the front door and walk 
ea ee a 
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eaiate in a vile mood « The oe she'd been with had been | 
a dud... shad started an argument in the Juke Joint. Thoreta been 
a free-for-all, and her evening had been ruined. Bihfmatambhmrbs 
‘pummmmmrt “Elizabeth's concern for her daughter's way of life is 
evident, as is her relief when she leerns that Carolyn was brought 
home by young Joe Haskell, who happened to be in the same juke © 
parlor. | | oa 

When Elizabeth starts talking to Carolyn about Joe, the young 
girl senses what her mother's leading up to, and cuts it off mhhorte 
’ She doesn't feel in the modd for "one of those talks". Joe's a nice 
guyes.but fun is fun...and Joo is just a little too seriais. mrmichen 
"Besides", she says with a grin’, "how do you expect me to get 
married and go off and leave you alone in this beautiful nut house.® 

Elizabeth is tremendously disturbed. She loves her daughtere.. 
desperately wants her to be happyee.1s tormented by the wild irrespon= 
sibility of the life she 4s leading. She feels @ personal responsie - 
bility for causing Carolyn to reach for this kind of escape, and takes 
Carlayn'ts Jibe seriously. She tries to reason with the smiling Beets 
explaining thet she thought Carolyn understood timh the problem of 
Her being alone and the problem of caring for David had been 
Bolved.e...that a companion for herself and a governess for pavid 
should be arriving at any moment. 

But Carolyn's response is a simple, "All I can say for her is 
she must be out of her mind”. ae: a 

It's into this atmosphere that Vicki arrivese One. 

It 4s a strange dark place to her, and the moaning of the 
October wind is a frightening accompaniment to the end of a long . 
journey...a journey that has re her into a walls and 


musty corridors, 


Caen eer ee Bs 4 sy nee dott, dad oe + relent con i ee Lin 
trea xa onrtnd silica Ath Lies. Lot ant Fete, ft eerie puatanaptries @ gedietird.. ge 2 naman Foe ieee: 
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She feels susPounded by the fine edge of tension, pulsing in 
the dark shadows thet fill the corners of Collins House ps» »made even 
more intense by the pate abecen woud who opens the door to hers 
yet seems discomfited to have her bhere. Elizabeth does her best 
to make Vicki feel canfortable, but the nervous young girl can't help 
but be aware of the woman's searching GZasee. AS though trying to | 
probe her inner thoughts. : | 

Show to her room, she looks around, trying to calm her growing 
unease, telling herself she must accept the fact that this is where 
she will be living for some time to comee It 1s there that she meets 
Carolyn. Elizabeth's daughter is the antithesis of her mother. B6he 
4s frieddly, anxious to get to know Vicki, equally anxious to tip her 
off to what she can expect. Vicki realizes that Carolyn is eyeing her 
with a strange mixture of pity and curiosity...and Carolyn leaves no 
doubt that she thinks Vicki is an iditot to want to stay in this place. 
She gives Vicki a thumbnail sketch....from her point of view, of 
course...of the weird denizens of Collins House...’the whacky Kid" ees 
"The scared=rabbit uncle®...4nd she doesn't leave herself out, either. 
Sho says shefs just waiting for the chance to get away, and Vicki's 
being here might Just give her that chance...but she also says ehe 
feels Vicki won't last. , 

The atmosphere is heavier with forbbding. Vicki, wanting to 
breathe the fresh air, walks along the edge of Widow's Hill, listeninr 
to the pounding of the surf far below. It's there that she mpets 
Roger Collinse Roger can ssume the eurface air of urbanity and charm, 


and he uses this ability to the fullest to welcome Viok1 to the 


household. He seems quite concerned as he tells her he hopes she 
can handle his Bone. indicating that he feels he doesn't really exe 


pect she cans 


423 
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In spite of this intimation, Vicki feels more assured talking 


to this charming handsome man, until she mentions the name of the 


man she had met in the diner...Burke Devilin...and sees the abject 


terror that suddenly fills Roger's eyese 


makes it increasingly dsfrrié 
to postpone canmnitting herse 


nee jt 

That night, alone in her foom for the first time, she can heer 
the muffled sound of c violent argument somewhere in the houses The 
ergument is between Roger and Elizabeth. Roger ts terrified, focls 
certain that Burke hes returned to harm himess.t0 destroy him, 4f not 
to kill hime Elizabeth, worried about Burke, herself, still upe 
braids Roger for his lack of couragee She feels they have nothing 
to fenres.. that the Collins? couldn't. have survived this long tn the 
world if they cringed before every Burke Devlin that came alonge 

But Roger cannot be calmed, andee..in A tonse sceneee.he 
interrogates Vicki. With a frenzy that seams to border on madness, 
he wants to know every detail of her meeting with Burke. It's as 
though he were being chased eyelibetas pexiniiteict As much as she tells 
him, he continuss to question...over and over,..leaving the feeling 
that he 1s unsure thut she is telling him everything she knowse It 
is frightening to Violi..this erEene? mani 60 sudienly fearful of 
every sound around him...and it ‘is with a gasp of relbif thet she 
5908 him turn and stride with determination out of the dark housee 

It 4s late at nisht when she awakens and hears the muffled 
sound of sobbing. Puzzled, concerned, overcoming her fear, she 


gets up to investigate. 


She energes fran her room. “The sound Beems to come fron | 
downstairs. ‘She g0e8 down. ».into the ballway...the main roomes the 
Bound 4s still there, but only the sounds She is alone in the room. 

She turns back to the stairway, end {ts startled -to see a white ‘form 
at the foot of the stairs. Steeling herself, she approaches + It is 
a boy, looking at her impasstvely. He says only three words, then 
tu-ns and races back upstairs agains Those three words are, "I 
hate you." . . _ 

That its her introduction to David Collins. 

From tho beginning, Vicki fin’s herself surrounxied by . 
oppresstvengss«..9 opprgssivensss that seems part of the old house, 
itaelf...an/BeSoEyS tirt seoms to say, "Oo homes Get out of here 
wuile you can.” But Vicki has came for a reason, and she 1s detor= 
mine to stay until she can get hor answors...if they existe 

She realizes she {es living in a world thot borders on une. 


neal ty pets she learns th: it Elizabeth has not been out of the house 
aS 
con Sb von son learns about the desertion of Elizabeth by 
ACE 
hor husband tweets ALOs 


ax 


eiaceeay and holfful, yet _ can't seem to mx ices hors cca wantin 
Vicks Gone fe 

She faces the strangemass of Davide. ehis unprodtotabllity, 
his moods, his overt hostility, 

Above all, shaq facga” the terror of gece 6a Lins es08 terror 


that makes him suspidious of all around him, a suspicion phat greduall; 


centers on Vicki. 
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She faces the strangeness of David....his unpredictability, 


“hts moods, ‘his hostility. She finds himz snooping through her 


closets, and his only excuse is that "the widows told him te do it.” 
He tells her the fmf frightening tale of the widows who are j 
supposed to still be wailing atop the hill during the stormy nights. 
The wildness in his eyes, and the slyness of his manner increases 
her fear almost to the breaking point. He tells her he doesn't 
trust her...that she must leave this place...that he speaks to the 
widows, and they will drive her away. And during the whine of a 
storm, she...too...thinks she can hear their voices. 

She faces the terror of Roger Collins...a terror that seems to 


make him suspicious of all around him, a suspioion that gradually 


centers on Vickie 


The only saving grace 48 Carolyn. The wild young girl, chased 
by her own demons, finds a friend and confidante in Viski. She meets 
Joe Haskell, the young man who is in Love with Carolyn....but learns 
of Carolyn's metused even to. consider the idea of marriage. She tries 
to learn what is ‘driving Roger....feeling a sense of sympathy for a 
man who can be made so fearful....but, on this point, Carolyn counters 
with evasion. ee 

Roger's base of suspicion had been founded on Vicki's initial 
encounter with Burke Devlin. It is widened by a frightening moment 
in Vickits life. | _ 


1 


een Roger 
Lae ins ees 


House, sho heard a tapping on the wintow, ‘fiiremmisit §=Shs could see 


nothinge The night was pleak and all she could hear was the roar 
of the surf far below and the grim rustling of the bare branches 
against the roof. Again she heard the tapping. Again she ould 

see nothing. She opened the front door, steppod out. out of the 
darkness, with agonizing Slowness, came a strango figure. A big 
man with a bushy rod beard and piercing blue eyes. He was looking 
for Roger Collins, he said. Roger wasn't home. The man's manner 
wac broad and expansive, ami he seemed anxious to talk..enow that he 
had found saneone to talk tO5e | 

And he didn't seem to care weak he talked about. He inquired 
about Vicki, wanting to know who she was, what she was doing in the 
old housee :He warned her to get out while she could.....told her of 
some of the leceris...including the legend of Josette Collins, whom 
some say can still be heard sobbing wit! loneliness. Rememboring the 
sobs she had heard the night before, Shella cannot help but feol a 
touch of fear. | oO . . 

Tho man went away as nureeaee as he bea Comey askin.:,; her to be 
sure to tell Roger he was theree . 

When she did tell Roger,again she faced his fear.e. coupled this 
time with angers Again she faced the inquisition, with Roger ‘wanting : 
to know every word the red-bearded man had salde...not quite sure that 
Vicki 148 not holding something backe Hoe warns her thot if she sees 
this man again, she is to call Roger at onc@ee..and not talk to the 


atrangor. 


The world of darkness spins around her. Roger, driven by his 
unknown devils, tormented by the bottomless pit of fear, lashes out 
at all around him. Hir dislike of his own gon is evident. Mis dee 
mands for an active participation in the Collins’ affairs become more 
shrill...demands that are met by Elizabeth and Bill Malloy by quiet 
refusals. His near=paranoid suspicion of Susie Vicki causes him to 
sugsest that Elizabeth imtrinm fire her. But Hlizabeth has no such 
intention...and calmly advises Roger that she is mistress in this 
house = : 


Through 4¢ all, Vicki ia searching... searchin eo 0arching es 


' She tries to find out why Elizabeth has selected her for the Jobees 


hoping it will lead to the answers she feels she must have. Eliza= | 
beth says that she know someone who wnetrhnypuim worked in the Foundlin:. 
Home and had asked them for a recommendation. Yet when Bicki checks 
the Foundling Hyme, she leerns there had been no comunteation at 
all with Elizabeth. =e | | 
She realizes the date Elizabeth's husband disappeared coincided, 
almo-t exactly, with the date the remittances from Bangor to the 
Foundling Hospitel began. And yet her questions bring no satisfactory 
FesponsGe 2 | . - . 
The shadows lengkthen. The rearing surf batters the lifeless 
rocks far below. The big house perched on the crest of Widow's AL11 
reaches out and — intimations of disaster to the young girl who 
had come looking for hopes’ 
Burke Devlin visits... .surprisingly affable and friendly. He 


{4s disarming; in his warnmmess, assured in hie statement that he bears 
no grudge amd only wants to be helpful. - Elizabeth would like’ to - 
belicve this...as would Roger. And for a Gees te Roger does Boar 


IN. 
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46 shake the terror that lives within him, Andi when Burke goeaiial 
invites Roger. to meet hin in town later thitt night for a Qrink, | 
Roger is only too glad te,¢anplye 

It is a short while/ FREE that Vicki wanders outside and ‘finds 
Burke in the garage, staring down thoughtfully at Roger's” ee 
She thinks nothing of it at the time....their exchange is “present 
enough....-but she thinks a great deal of it later that night when. 
Roger takes the car out to go down the hill to keep his appointment 
with Burke. . . 

There 1s a near fatal accident, as the car goes out of control 
and smashes into a ditch! Roger is luckily unhurt, ‘but even more 
frightening than the accidant itself, is the discovery that the cap 
had been removed from the hydraulic brake well, permitting the brake 
fluid to escape, and causing the brakes not to function. 

Vicki tells Elizabeth and Roger about having seen Burke at the 
car. He 18 accused of tampering, denies it vociferously, and...in 
a driving scene with Vick!...accuses her of trying to aligning herself 
with the people he is determined to destroy. She learns, in thia 
moment , of his intense hatred for the Gollins family...of ht intention, 
someday to own the Collins Fishing Fleet and living in Collins HOUS 60. 
and his determination that nothing and no one will stand in his way. 
She is a frightened girl as she faces his blazing eyes....seeing 
threat in them. Again he warns her to get away from the house, from 
Collinsport, to go “where little Girls like you can be safe®, ! 

More nervous and tense than ever, she returns to Collins House, 


Fear is piled on fear when she nar 


finds a widow's 
shawl lying on her bed. Sensing this is David's work, she searches for 
him...goes to his room. He is not there. Curfous, she looks through 
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his room, nia shocked when she finds the missing cap from Roger's 
hydraulic brake tank! The shock is heightened when she turns and 
sees David atanding in the doorway. He has seen her, md he gees 
wildly towards her, trying to get it away. They struggle... David 
shouting threats, almost seeming on the point of madness. She finally 
manages to get away, almost in tears... 

She rushes so. lias room, locks hersel? in, trying not to hear 
the hammering of the boy's fists on her door. She stares down at the 
cap in her hands, almost unable to believe what must be true. The. 
boy had removed it. The boy had, in fact, almost eaused te death 
of his father. What madness is she Living with? . 

Quickly, she hides the cap in the back of her dresser drawer. 
The pounding on her door has stopped. She feels she must tell some- 
one. She goes out of her room, seoks Elizabeth. She tells Elizae 
beth what she had discovered. At first, Elizabeth refuses to believe 
her. Carolyn is there, tiough, and certainly feels that “the monster" 
is capable of anything. Together, the three of them return = Vicki's 


room, where she will show them the cap. 
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Now Roger 4s there. | They face David, who denies any wrong= 
doing, accuses Vicki of trying to get him in trouble. He plays the 
Bole of the frightened little boy as he clings to his father and 
“gobs. But Vicki can! see the glances of hatred from the ten-year old 
eyes.es.and the dread of Collins House takes on a darker tone. 

The cap cannot be discover and now, even Roger begins to feel 
that Vicki had tried to blame his son for something Burke had done. 
. Roger's hostility is greateres...but, above all, Vicki feels the 

hostility of David as a penetrating and fearful thing. 


Why had he done 1t? Impulse? Hatred of his father? Pure | 
madness? Vicki ponders this again and again....and all Carolyh can 
tell her is a simple, "Do yourself a favor. Get out of this house 


while you can walk oute™ 
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But there are other facetse Burke makes a point of meoting 
Vieki several times. He advises her that he might be able to help 
her in her searche...but she also realizes thet he is trying to. 
elicit as much information about Roger's attitude from her as he can. 
She fecls uncomfortable in his presence..-fearful, yet drawn to him. 
Bill Malloy comss to the house, surprisingly not on his regue 
lar day to visit and discuss business. He has come to toll Elizabeth 
thot Burke Devlin 4s making inquiries about buying the Collings 
‘Fishing Fleet. Elizabeth is terribly distraught...worrted by his 
drive, yet unable to take any action. _ 
She can't take action, either, in the sveabei sa: between 
Carolyn and Joo Haskell. These two, who should be enjoying the 
groatest haz;pine s of their lives, are oonétantly in c nflioct. 


Gaus oy Ae Aw encase 
Roger! 8 = 


° Learning about Burke's 
“meotings with Vicki, he...once ageines. eprovebs endlessly wanting to 
know every word thet was spoken between thomeeeefecling, more and more, 
thet Vicki end Burke are united to harm him. 

And now, es Vicks wetke fbn panelled rooms of the old house, 
she 1s constantly aware of the dark glances of hatred and fear that 
follow her overy movee 1 

During this period, “phe hee struck up her friendship with Maggie 
Evans, whose main advice to her is to get the hell out of that house 
‘and let thon bury themsclvese | . 

But Se fontt about to leavee.enot until she learns what she 
had come to uncovers | { , 

It {es ea stertling moment for her when she accepts Vaggiets ine 
vitation to have dinner vith her and her fatheres...enters the small 
cottage in wiiich thoy livees.and tims horself face to face with the 


redebearied blueeecyed mane ie 2 i 


It isa pleasant...yet strange...evening with Sam EyanBe The 
bearded artist is at his most affable....vital ani fascinatingesses 
until the conversation turns to the puzzling antegonism between 
Burke Devlin and the Collins family. Sam retreats into a shell, 
ot refuses to discuss the matteree..but before thé evening is over 
Vioki has learned, mostly from Maggies, about the events of ten 
years beforee.e».the hiteand-rm killing, the trial, and Burke's 
conviction. . _ a 

The crackle of tuunder and the booming of ths surf seen to 
sound warning; notes to Vicki as she returns once agein to the 
shadows of Collins Housee The-eventne has been jamais 
troublin: to her...the ten-year old story of crime and punishment 
unseftlingee.ami the feud between Burke and Roger seams almost out 
of another era. And somehow there is a key.e..a key she feels has 
beén. Shrust upon her, and one she doesn't want to hold. Somehow, 
she feels Sum Lvans is involvode...an involvement nema ene 
of which Roger, himyolf...by his own fears.. hss made hor awaree 

The {lash of lightning is mirrored in the crackle of ontagonien 
she finis when she enters the old house. Elizabeth and Roger have 
been battling...the vivlent dispute centering upon a visit that took 
placed while Vicki was having dinner with Sam and Maggie Evans.» 

Burke Devlin had paid another visit to the house. (These scenes 


would be. played in counterpoint to the scenes between Vicki and Sam 


‘Fvans)e This time he hud Ghed 
directly to the point.e...his intention to smash the Colli:s family. 
His anger had excloded. ne ho proclaimed his long-nurtured dreams of 
vengesnce for being forced to pay for a crimo of which Roger had been 
guilty. Elizabeth had protestedes... nsisting that that was not tho 


case. - lioger had been cowed into silence, listening to his sister 


come to his aurcisee (Elizabeth does, in fact, cane to believe in 
Roger's innocenoe.. «although she has solid doubts about it...doubts 
that had, ton years ago, caused her insistence on his exile fron 
Collinsport). She demands that Burke stop houndin'; themes asks him 
what be wants. Burke responds thet he no longer cares too much about 
Sufanitentes his innocence. _ That was over and dono withe».hetd 

spent his time in prison...and his life is going on. But what he does 
‘want, as his price for not tryin; to uncover Roger's guilt, is — 
complete control oe the ee page ea I ou poster nee of 
Collins House. He is willingto pey far in excess of the house 's 
true worth....but he leaves no doubt that be won't rest until ho 

45 living in tho home of the first family of Collinsporte 

Rogor pleads with his sister to accede to Burkc's demands. 

Tt will mean profit for hereseand peacw of mimi for himself. Fliza= 
beth refuses, @ 

Whon Viekt£ arrivos, 4¢ is to seo Burke stalking out of the house, 
his offer refusede The tension is high between Roger and Elizabethees 
6m Vicki iears enougn to know that it 4s involved with the strange 
events of ten yours ago..eevents she had just learned about that 
evening » Sane sixth sense werms her to say nothing about havens spent 
the evening with Sam Evanse 7 | | 

After Roger leaves the room, Elizabeth makos a strange remark 
to Vicki. "I think I'd like to sell the house...I think I'd like to 
go Bee and never sdu it epnine But I cantte” 

thy won't Elizaboth leave the house? Why does she feel she 
can't? This ig a question Vicki ponders over am over suerte se 
intuitively feelin, there might be some connection between the 
ansvcr to these questions ond the story of her own beckground. She 
probese..taliin; with pill Malloy, with Carolyn, with Haggiee..even 
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7 with Burke, when she inadvertantly Dumps into him. There are no 
ansvers except the story that Elizabeth 1s waiting for her husband 
to return. It {is Bill Malloy who tells Ainmtim Vicki that he fecls 
the worst thing that could ever happen to Elizabeth would be the 
return of her husband. (He knows whet Paul was 1ike ) : 

The legends of, the old house oome sharply into focus once again. 
Troubled by her inability to learn anything about her pasteses 
disturbed by the tension around her...fearful of Roger's positive 
hostility.» Vicks finds difficulty falling asleep. The banging of 
the shutters seem almo.t like the knooking of the long-dead smam 
demanding entrance. And...once again..eshe hears the sobbinge 

This time she traces it to a cellar and to a locked door. 
She can't get In. Her knocking on the door has no efi'ect but to 
cause the sound to stop abruntlye | 

Hor mentioning of this brings only the simple response by 


Elizaboth that that door is to a room Bhat has been 
“kept locked for a lon: time. Wo one could have been inside. | 
_ However, it isn't too long before it is discovered that an 
| attempt has been made to force the lock. Flizaboth's anger is ale 
most uncontrolled. And when Roger says that he e/a try to 
force her way into tho room, it is almost the ond of finn 
Vickits jobe It is only the ultimate discovery that David was the 
culprit that prevents an abrupt dismissal, | 
Hostility is higher. More than ever, David is difftoult to 

deal with. And Roger's anxiety to get Vicki away has now been 
openly displayede 

- Other involvements are taking shape, The frustrated romance 
between Carolyn and Joe Haskell has erupted tnto unexpected violence. 
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Ever since seein’ Burke Devlin for the first time, Carolyn. 
has made no secret of her finding him attractive. Never a girl to 
be reticent about how she feels, she expresses her attitude that 
Burke is a real man...a person who isn't afraid to teke the world 
4n his hands and shake it minh until it adieadss In, fact, as she 
tells Vicki, Burke is the kind of man she muld really go fore 

And she has that opportunity, for Burke starts making it his 
business to run into Carolyne It's not easy to tell who is chasing 
whom, but these two start seeing a good deal of each other. Carolyn 
finds herself defending Burke to ey msthes and Roger, and refuses to 
accept their desperate warnings that Burke is not really interested 
in Carolyn...but only wants to revenge himself against the family 
through hore Kut, a ‘ _ 

The violence,come#& when Joe....seeing this relationship as the 
first peal threat to his dream of marriage to Carolyn...faces Burke. 

Violence is just below the surface, tooe..when Roger discovers 
that Vicki had had that long evening with Sam Evans. Disturbed, 
frightened, he confronts Sam...wants to know what Sam told her. 
Sam, his aisguat for Roger wimest: we great as the disgust he has 
for himself, refuses even to discuss the matter. 

| Roger's pressure on Vicks is heightened. Playing on her 

unsureness, on her etowing tension,’ he tries to get -her to leave, 
Roger and David.....akmost seem to be working as a unit in their 
constant harassment pf Vicki, They make the legends of the old 
house seem alive as they snrround her with constant reference to 
the horrors that live with them. 

Her fear 1s unrelieved. And there comes the terrifying moment 
when David says he has something Important to show her.....and she 
follows him with some trepidation into the deserted wing of the old 
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house. Dusty, smelling of years of allence, wobbed with the trails 
of countless spiders, they walk through creaking halls ‘and silent. 
rooms, Feeling foolish at coming with hin, yet sensing something 

of importance...feeling- she must, in Bome way» regain his confidence 
4f she is to keep her position, she follows. They reach a window= 
less room. There, under a board...he tells her..ehe had found a 
treasure. Mmithitm She bends to look. Nothing. She turns. The door 
slams, a key is turned in a lock, and she 1s alone! | 

The boy is outside the room, laughing at her, taunting her, 
telling her she will become one of the Collins House ghosts herself, 
And he 4s gone. - _ . 

' She tries the door in frenzied desperation. It is uselesse 
She pleads, shouts, bangs on the walls. . No one can hear, There 
are no windows, and the only light filters through a small dusty dirty 
skylight high in the ceiling above. Bhe looks around for something 
to uses..sonsthing which she can possibly toss through the skylight 
to attract attention. ies | . 

Terror is closing in around her, alone in the near darknesse 
There are scraps of paper lying about, bits of old envelopes. Maye 
be she can write a note...perhaps Someone will see it. But there is 
no pencil, and no way to get a note to the outside. 

She sinks slowly to the floor, wondering if this is to be the 
end oF her long road...if she will be found dead in this room many 
years tven now...if David was right, and she, too, will become! one 
of the legends of Collins house. . 

It is hours later that she is found...near hysteria, close to 
suffocation. Strangely enough, it is David who brings the search 
party to her rescue...claiming that she had tried to lock him in the 
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room, SRA Ryne he had been able to turn the tables on her, and 
wanted to leave her there "to teach her a lesson” ° | : 

The whirl of terror 4s: endless. Vicki, lying on nay bed, 
listening to the wind moaning outside her window, feels she can 
stand it no longer. Even Carolyn ie subdued now as she says that 
Vicki cannot cope with the madness in Collins House. 

Then Vicki remembers smmbéthing....something that had passed 
across her cons ci ousness, and had then been forgotten. Among those 
scraps of paper and bits of envelope in that room of terror, had been 
an envelope with a return address e She doesn't remember whose name 
was on the envelope...but the letter had been mailed from Bangor, 
Maine. Bangor...the postmark on the stream of letters that had been 
sent to the Foundling Hospital! oo | 

She fecls she must go back and find it...maybe {t means some= 
thing. She almost feels as mad as the rest of the household as she 
insistently overrides Caraolyn's objections, and retraces her steps 
through the deserted wing.- Carolyn accompanies her, and together 
they find the scrap of envelope. It bears the name of Garner and 
Garner, Bangor, Maine. Vicki learns that Richard Garner tm heals 
been the family. lawyer for the Collins? for more than twenty years. 
Clutchins at any straw, she tries to convince herself ness could be 
some connection between this ‘is and the sage icnes that had Sean sent 
to the Foundling Home. 

Early the next morning she leaves the house, not sure she will 
ever return, She is going to Bangor, at leat to accomplish that 
much. And, if nowessary, she can aiveye send ‘someone back to Ene 
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house for her things. 


+f a, : . oe . 
ome a 518, 


relief at escaping, me, the fearful atmose - 
phere of Collins House. She visits the offices of Garner and Garner. 


_ Richard Garner is a kindly gentleman in his midesixties, who 


has difficulty hiding his surprise when he learns who Vioki is, 


and’ that she 4s working in the home of Elizabeth. He recovers 


quite quicily, though, and carefully gives no helpful responses 
when Vicki tries to probe. He says, quite carefully, that he 
can tell her nothina about monthly checksx sent to a Foundling 
Home. But Vicki fools he is not being truthful, and is certain 
the answer is hore : | _ 

Woile 18 Bangor, ite also meets Garner's Bones Frank. Frank 
is in his late twenties, his father's partnor in the law firm, a 
pleasant, sincere, sensible man with a ready smile and a quiet charm. 
Frank 48s obviously attracted to Vicki, and she finds a pleasant 
comfort in talking to him. But, more than that, she fcels she 
might induce him to help her find some of the answors she is sure 
his fathor can providee 


Frank does speak to his father, but the elder man reminds 


Frank that the clientelawyer relationship between himself and 


Elizabeth prevents his saying anything, even 1f there were enything 
to say. He further advises Frank to avoid involvement in this 
situationeeefor his own peace of mind. ; 


ob heon-Viekt-returns to CoLtinsport-she~has accomplisned nothing 


definito, but has intensified her fee at, in some way, her 


own history is inext icably story of the tormented 


cm a . 
people who live tm~Collins House. y 
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For Vicki, the decision is difficult. All her instincts te11 


not to ‘return to the maelstrom of 


Collins House. Tho | strangeness of Elizabeth, the unpredictable -. 
~~ and. frightening weirdness of ten year old David, the fear and 
overt hostility of Roger... all weigh upon her with increasing 
forcee . : 

But there 1s 5 tierce core of determination tmmemth driving 
this twenty year old girl. Surrounded by mystification and oppres= 
sion, battered by tales of ghosts and the darkness of the unknown 

terrifying 
terrors of the night, forced to cope tremulously with a/world she 
never dreamed could existe.e.ethere is still a need to be fulfilled. 
Although she had accomplished nothing positive on her trip to 
Bangor, she now has intensified her feeling that, in some way, her 
_own history ts inextricably bound to the history of the tormented 
Ree ee who live in Collins House. 

Conquering the terror that tells her to run while she can, 
Vicki boards the bus for the return trip to Collinsport. She will 
go back to the house. She will stay until she learns the answers 
for which she has travelled 80 far and endured so much. | 

By ene time of her return, Joe has had a face to face encounter 
with Burke, in which he had warned the older man to stay away from 
Cerolyn. Words had given way to blows, and Joe had been badly beatene 
Carolyn's initial concern for Joe had been replaced by anger that 
Joe should feel shets not old enough to take care of herself. The 
result had been to drive her even.closer to Burkes = wn 80 me 
re cs eect — ar ia 


Elizabeth is shattered as she sees Aitimmin Carolyn and Burke 
Sogether...secing all her hopes and dreams for her daughter's 
happiness being destroyede She cries out in lonely anguish against | 
the prison of the old house..,..treating it as though 1t were alive, 
sereaming that she hates it, that it 1s bringing complete disaster 
into her life. She wants help...ami doesn't know where it can come 
fran. | 

for Vicki, the terror she will face is rooted in a tense moment 
‘of which she is caapletely unawares. While she has been in Bangor, 
Roger hes persisted in his pressure on Sam Kvanse We learn, in a 
viclous confrontation, the source of that fifteen thousand dollars 
Sam had received ten years agoe.e.emonep he had always cena was 
fron the sale of Spaldeinars Ore wesn't the price of eat 
all...but the prico of maim silence. Sam had been iting. one of 
his lonely walks tho night Roger's car had killed a man on a quist 
roade Ne had seen tho accident, had seen that Roger was driving. 

Whon he had learned that Burke had boen charged with the 
manslaughter, ho had contacted Roger...telling him his intention to 
como forward with the true storys “Roger had paid him fifteen thousand 
dollars for hismeimb silence. Sam had been unable to resist the 
temptation...and has hated himself ever BinCe.s 

Ever since Burke Devlin wetuned’ Rowes hae been terrified. 

No knows that Burke knows not’ ing about Sam and Sam's knowledge, but 
can't be sure whit Sam's solfehatred might cause hin to do. He 
can't be sure who Sam might have tolde...and he is overwhelmingly 
fearful that Sam might have said something to Vicki. | 

And now Same.sspushed to the wall...gets the revenge he had | 
been waiting for for s0 eee As 86 many weak men. have dons, he 


despises the man who caused him to reveal his weakness. He has 
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suffered BO many years because he took that moneye+.-and now he - 
wants to see Roger suffer, as well. And if Rogerts fear of ise 
savory wild cause that sufferings....that's just fine. So, in 
response to Roger's frenzied pleas, he simply tells him that it 
will be. up to Roger to learn what he (Sam) may have said to Vickie 
And hetll learn just, how much he said, in due timos...Sam sayse — 
Tio continues...enjoying the moment...-saying that mayse he told 
Vicki the truth, and maybe he didn't. 

' The shadow of tragedy begins to settle inexorably over the 


gf old houses. Vick has returned, and now Roger sees an accusation 
v 
} 


fn her every glance. His disintegration to near-paranota hastened 


by Carolyn's attachment to his enany, Burke Devlin, he points all 
his hatred towards Vikki. Evon her visit to Bangor to sce Richard 
Garnor is, to Roger, threate For Garner had been Roger's legal 
advisor durinc the dark days aurrounding Burke's trial. Roger 
scus a connection botween Viokits meeting with Sam vans and her. 
subsequent visit to Richard Garnsres.ea connection that, in his 
frightened etatc, points diroctly to him.- . 

Iiis safety, he feels, rests in her departure. is peace, 
he roRsong, misht evon lie in her deathe 

Ilo tries, with a good degree of cleverness, to aline Elizabeth 
with him against Vicki...but Blizabsth can think of nothing but her 
own torments. ..tormionts thet she ortes began ieSsieutt years AZOe . 

At this point ae cut away to a bar somewhere in New Orléans. 
A man who calls himself Walt Cummings has Just been thrown off a 
freighter for robbing some of his fellow seamen, In his early fif= 


ties, Cummings is still a relatively good-looking man...a mon with 


en abundance of charm and an absence of morality. His creed is 
opportunisn, his methods are whetever suits the occasion, and his 
shield is a ready amile that serves to mask the underlying greed. 
For the past nineteen years he has had berths on ships {in all parts 
of the worlds.shad lived well at times, badly at others. ‘And nov | 
he's tired. Bvery man slows down, even those who think of themselves 
as ageless, and Walt is a little weary of fighting tho battle of 
wits thet hos been the signature of his.existence in this world. 

Me fecls, eawover: luckier than moste For he has a place in which 
he can settle downe. a placo he hasn't seen in a lons time. .and 

a women who will give him everything he wants. It's a Long trip, 

and he has no moneyeeebut that never stopped hime He'll roll a 
sailor or bilk a tourist, and he'll get there. The place is 
Collinsporte The women 1s "good old Liz". | 

| It te against tho background of Walt's gradual journey toweris 
Collinsport that we eontinue to pley BEE our BtOrye 


- onal curronts in Collinsport are running high. ee 


™~. 
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The emotional currents in Collinsport are running high. — 
Carolyn's rebellious wildness, Sues 80 promiscuous, has now 
centered itself on a full-blown affair with Burke Devlin. -He 
provides her with, exactly what she wants... .excitement and vitality, 
and asks nothing from her in return...no promise, no ‘avowal of love. 
She need not worry about making a committment with Burke and that, 
in itself, is a relief to this troubled girl. | 

Joe has tried to avoid seeing Carolyn ever since his une 
fortunate...and embarassing, to him...encounter with Burke. Yet 
he knows he can't stay away. His love is too deep and reale 

He talks to Vicki, wanting help. Vicki... .fearful of losing 
the one friend she feels she has in Collins House....18 hesitant 
about raising the issue with Carolyn. But she does....tells her 
that she feels Carolyn is throwing her life away with Burke...that 
the older man is dangerous...that Carolyn is heading for trouble 
with which she's unprepared to cope. Far from taking offense, 
Carolyn's response is friendly and almost patronizing. She assures 

Vicki that she can take care of herself...and grins when she says, 
: "Look who's talicing about chasing after trouble? You had a chance to 
get out of here, and you didn't.” 

Vicki finds herself ina vortex of conflicting emotions. She 
,8ees Elizabeth tormented by what she feels are the fruits of that 
decision she made eighteen years agolee the decision not to leave 
the ghost-ridden house on the hill. Elizabeth seems Asavenately 
to want to reverse that decision, yet can't bring herself to do BOs 
If anything, she retreats more deeply into her shell. | | 

Coping with David's continued harassment, battered by Roger's 
_ hostility, Vicki knows she has become...in spite of herself..ea part 


of this strange world in which she now lives. Her concern for her 


own search, heightened by her visit to Bangor, has now assumed an 
sidentae duality. Her anseeees sho feels, lie with this family...a 
family that she senses, more and more, is a part of her own life. 
And from that deep fund of warmth and sympathy that is so much a 
part of her own being, there well an earnest desire to help, in any 
wae can, to bring some peace to the tormented souls she sees 
around her. ae : | ' 

But terror walks with her, for the ghosts of the old house 
will not be laid to rest. They gumsouad her in pens waking moment. 
They are with her in the eecaepaere? the floor boards Bate at night... 
in the pounding of the surf on the rocks far below, a poundihg that 
David aays is telling her to jump...in the banging of the shutters, 
the whispers in the hallways, the walling of the wind outside her 
windows. . | 2 

Most of all, terror is in the eyes of Roger Collins, as he 
watches vets move she makes, That fear-ridden man has, @hed his mask 
of charm, and Vicki has temeesdimes seen the threat behind the smile. 
For Roger finds danger everywhere now...even in Viokits constant 
contact with David, a contact that brings her and the boy together 
time after time. Roger knows that during the years of his furious 
quarrels with his wife, Laura, they had often mentioned the crime 
of ten years ago...had mentioned Burke Devlin and Sam Evans. Per= 
haps David had heard some of this, Perhaps he would mention it to 
Vickin . os | 

For Vicki a new discovery...a. discovery that begins in fanen 
Hearing a high p£tched scream late at night, she had rushed from . 
her room, raced along the corridor towards the closed door behind 


which the screams reverberated. David's room! She wrenched open the 


door and found David, sitting bolt upright in bed, eyes wide open, 
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screaming as though the orerre of the devil were upon hime | 

She rushed to his bedside, tried to calm him. He struggled, 
shouting that they. were taking his mother awayes.sthey were killing 
her. With almost unbelievable swiftness, he had dashed out of bed, 
down the stairs, through the long black Sorensen on and out into the 
night. 
Terrified, still in pee nightclothes, Vicki had pursued hime.. 
and found the trembling boy perched at the rim of the cliff, looking 
down with great intensity. Talking to him, pleading with him, feare 
ful of coming too close,...Vicki finally pursuaded the boy to turn. 
away from the blackness, and he had collapped against her, sobbing. 
For that moment there was a closeness, as he clung to her in des= 
peration. ; | 

When his father came, David turned away from him in fear and 
hatred, and clung to Vicki even more tightly. 


Pasina 
And the ne smaerpseted rapport /imgmm. + 8 rapport that reached out . 


to Vicki yee her even more anxious to find areas that sould 


touch the troubled boy. Casting about, she discovers simple sketches 
he has made...eeand thinks of Sam EVBanS o 
It is the beginning of the most frightening experience the has 


ever knowns 


The shadows arc darkest onthe day Vicki, quite innocently, 


decides to take David to meet Sam Evense The red-dearded. artist 
and the young boy, each with a touch of his own macinese, have om 
dumodiate understanding and enjoy each other tremendouslye The 
storm erupts when Koger, hearing about the visit, bureis into the 
artist's cottacse in a blasting; ariving sequonce.. .furidgly pulls 
his son and Vicki out and back to the old house with hine 

It 4s a frightening return to the house on tho hill. Foger's 
moé] is at its blackest. David hos remembered hearing his father 
and mother talk abut Sam Evans beforde. emi BAY SOc Vicki fools 
the pressure of Roger's hatred rolling over here . 

Andeseeonce she am Roger aro alone..eeho oexploics.e. Ina 
yoaring paranoid confrontation, he eocuses hor of plotting against 
him witn Devlin, to membryeintom destroyp an his fear, hs says 
more than he had intenied, and when the mauent ls over, she knows 
more than she had evor dreamed » Sho knows » without doubt, there is 
a Gonnection between Roger and Sam Evans...a connection that can 
provide tho answor to the crime of ten years before. 

She feels she must talk to Seasenoceeceea the logical person 
4is&nts daughter, Magcie. She phones bMaggis, arrangos to meet her 
that nighte Roger overhears part of the conversation, concludes that 
Vioki 4s arranging a meetin with Burke. eo this is his greatest 
feares.ethat Burke Devlin will learn of fis involvanent of Sem 


Evense..an involvemont of which, to this date, he is unaware. 
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Roger knows that Burke will be able to follow such a lead and get 
“the ultimate truth. | _ | 

It isa cpunsies man “who refuses to believe Vickt's protesta= 
tions that her meeting is with Maggie. And thet night, as Vioks 
prepares to leave the house to go to her meeting, an attempt is 
made on her life. | 

It is a desperate tormented man who wants, at any cost, to 
| prevent Vicki from providing what he feels will be hc devestating 
blow of destructionx to an already shattered lifee There is a 
glint of madness in his eyes as he insists she walk with him to 
the edge of Widow's Hill. 

There in the blackness, with the high wind of the cold Maine 
night shrilling in their ears, Roger tells Vicki the mingmm legend 
of death that surrounds VYollins House. He tells her about the bodies 
that had been found crushed on the rocks below. Te tells her that 
4t had happened twice in the history of Collins House... twice, 
young girls, governesses, had thrown themselves into the darknesSe 
He tells her tmt, through the long years; legend had said there 
would, one day, be a third. 

“And, as he grabs her aon and she sebe: the madness eeeshe 
strugglese But they are not alone. David is in the darkness, toe | 
He comes forvard, crying oute Roger turns sharply at the sight of 
his son. He loses Wy acne Blips, falls Gowne - clowns» downe 
David . SOPGAMs eee And rushes restifi of f into the night. 

Rozer is dead...his lifeless bedy sprawled on the rocks’ ‘fer 
helow Collins Housee for Elizabeth and ‘Carolyn, the sadnoss of 
death. Yor Vicki, the momentary release from terrors : 


There 4s a search for David. He is ultimately roturned to the 
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house Dy. Burke, who had found tee ating memirinome says. wandoring 

along the roade (In fact, as we discover, David had gone to towm _ 

and sought out Burke, with whom he had established an amazing rapport}. 
in gentleness ani understanding thet exiats petween 


David and. Burke amazes Vicki. For a few flecting moments she has 
seen behind ths wall of single-mindedness that obsesses Devlin. 
Alone timiainm esretions thore 48 an awkwardness between thomece 
an awkwardness that Buriee tries to cover with his usual flamboyancs 
and drivee Ani these moments aro & veginninge 
The death of Roger is a catharsis. Sam vans reveals his 
own involvement, and the true facts of that long past crime come out 
in the open. To Sam, 4t 48 like shedding an 4nfinite burden, and | 
his relationship with his daughter, Maggie, sees the glimer of 
tho old undorstanding. | | 
Fo Elizabeth, there is the ae Ameuiuece tragedy of a wasted 
Lifeeeeamd thy selfeimprisomicnt that is hur own life seems even 
more of a burden to here “8 | 
~ Burke finds no joy in the death of Rogore lis aim had been 
the suffering of the Collins Yonily.. snot their dvath...-end his goal 
15 still before hime Lut there is more noWe Euddenly, without 
snowing why, Vicki and Burke peau $6 be pumning into eacn other. 
Vicki tries to talk to him about her search...-hoping he can help 


ber. Thoy talk about Elizabeth's unhappinesse. about Car@lyn's 
mood for a life rootdd in poalityes.of Davidts necd for enotional 
stabilitye They talk about these things, it $s true, but their 
thoughts arc more am more with each other. For they soon discover 
that they are deeply, passionately, and fully in lovee 

Now there is a nev underourrent pulsing in Collins House. 


The love between Vicki and Burke, vibrant and alive, is not a 
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soothing force. Burke's capacity for passion battles with his 


bungnm hunger, and his continuing overwhelming drive still to even 
the score with the Collins family cannot be subdued. In spite of 
his feeling for Vicki, he still plays his game with Carolyn. 
‘And now Carolyn suddenly is no longer the friend to whom Vieki 
could turn. Seeing the relationship between Burke and Vicki, she 
turns on the girl with shattering hostility. She reminds Vicki of 
all the warnings Vicki has so "solicitously” given her about not 
running sround with Burke, and accuses her of calculated deceit, of 
trying to tum her away from Burke 80 she (Vicki) can have him. 
All her anger against her own life, her frustrations and fears...all 
erupt in a tirade of viciousness and hatred that Vicki 4s helpless 


to satem. 
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LHE-LOPCce « Burke ts capacity for passion battles with his 


fhunger and 6 cor ER ng overwhélming drive still to seven tm 


score with theollins familycenngt bo Burdued,/ In spite of bis 
feel ne’ for BWicki, he stiz#T plsys nis game yw parolyne 
Carolen-Bonses something between Vitki ani Birke, /and~nez 


iwarhhbin hostt- ; 0 aet—rrows Oven More strongsy 
Davide..ja@lous of the feeling he knows Burke has towards | 
Vicki...tormented by witnéssing his father's death...connecting, 
fin some way, that death with an action of Vicki..erenews his hostility 
towards here | ; 
Vicki...faced with uncertainties, torn by @ passion she never 
thought could exist...feels pulled in many @irections. Her initial 
4mpulse is to run away from this maelstrom...yot she knows she 1s 60 
close to the answers for which she has been searching that she can't. 
She has learned, through Sam Evans, that there had been rumors 
of a scandal between Paul and Elizabeth...a scandal 4{nvolving a 


child. He knovs no more than thate...but it is a glimmer to her. 


Then Walt Cummings arrives in Collinsport, amd renewed terror 


descends upon the large house on the crest of Widow's Hille 


His initial appearances at Collins House £8 on one of those 
stormy night4 a night when the walling of the widows can be heard 
with the whining of the wind. His battered sea-bag ealung over his 
shoulder, his features split by his ready smile, he seems to enjoy 
the effect he creates. | 

Elizabeth is stunned when she secs him, for a moment almost 


unable to speak. Then she manages to get everyone away so she can 


talk to Walt privately. Almost incoherent, ‘BO great is her shock, 
she wants to know what he wants. When he tells her he wants to 
settlo down, that he'd came to stay, she tells him she can't. That 


he mst go away as he'd promised ho would B0 long ago. He persistsess 


he's getting old, and this is the perfect spot for him now. She ine 
sists hemmm sho won't let him stay. He smiles at her.. eremarks 
thot he'd talked to people in town, learning the story that had gone 
around for so long...the story that Elizabeth is living in this. | 
house, mever going out, waiting these che ena Gants foe her 
wamering nispaal to come home. "I wonder what they'd say, * he 
remarks quietly, "4f I told them I was right hore singteon years 
aco..ewhen you killed him.". 

And as she slowly sinks down in a chair, Walt smiles his 
warmest smile...ani lowers his sea bag to the floor. 

Walt takes a bedroom and settles down. Carolyn is surprised.ce 


for Elizabeth had never let a stranger stay in tle house beLoreese 


with the exception of Vicki. Elizabeth explains Walt as being an 


ola friend of Carolyn's father..ethe best frient Paul had ever had.» 
Hets down on his luck, needs a place to stay, and she sant see any 
harm in having him here, 

But there is harm, for tho tensions in the old house now take 
a new and Seige form. Walt fully intends to efjoy the "pleasures" 
of the situation. He is master of Elizabeth...and 80 the master of 
the household...and his complete domination of the frightened! woman 


touches everyones around them. 


Carolyn...concerned for her mother, oe to understand or 


cope with Walt...turns to Joe, once again, for help. They are 
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drawn togobher ,.enee=in , in their noed to know why Elizabeth 
should so allow Walt to dominate her. Carolyn is ad a 
only for herself, but for whot she might ‘learn. 

Burko...startled By this unexpected development. .intende to - 
exploit it for his own purposes. He can't beliove that Elizabeth 
would simply "allow", stmeone to stay in the house, ani feels core 
tain the answer to the situation, once uncovered, will mom provide 
fuel for the fire that hns burned within him so longe He intends to 
use all his resources to unvover the real reason behind this 
amazing weloane mat, . 


David is delighted. ‘Walt. .enow the only man in the houses. i8 


so unlike David's father. He 4s a garrulous man, friendly to the 


boy, full of stories of the sea and adventure. They become fast 
friends and David is pleased that his own guile andj deviousness is 
80 appreciated by the older man. | A 

_-Vickt...the outsidor...and yet not the outsider...is oppressed 
by the fear that now lives, in even Greater strength, in Collins 
Housee Walt is an enigma, possibly part of her ow enigma, Ha, in 
fact, leaves little doubt that he knows all about her...including 
her background. Ue thinks it's funny that Elizabeth should have 
"Phat girl" livins under her own roof. 

Vicki probeSes..questions....as she has ever since Sam Bvans 


had dropped the hint of sane "ohild-producing scandal? that existed 


1 


‘in the early days of Elizabeth's marriage to Paul. She has gone to 
‘BL11 Malloy, to Burke....and now she questions Walt. If he were, 


indeed, a good friend of Paul’s, he might tell her what she wants to 
kn0OWe 


But he will tell her nothing...enjoying her discomfiture. He 
also advises her to forget about it, and not try to dig up her anse. 
wers. And Violct senses fear...for Walt has no intention of allowing 
anyons to dig too deeply and uncover answers thst would Gemorsen the 
soft berth he can have for the rest of tim his life. 

It is a strange life they now lead. The ghosts of yesterday 
walk through the world of today in the isolated house on Widow's 
Hill. The slammins of doors, the sudden outcries, the mundi of 
helpless sobbing..e.eall are mingled in the dark amd lonely nights 
that are part of Vicki's existence. The nightmare of hor moments 
with Roger Collins was only a prelude to the wolrd tyranny in which 
she lives day by day. | 

Walt 1s master of the house. He {ssuca orders and Elizabeth . 
pleads thet they be oboyed. He is slyly frienily with David, pate 
ronizing to Carolyn, viciously antagonistic towards Burke (who might 
have the means and ability to uncovor his secret), and carofully 
cautious eowars Vicki. | 
The peo mai for Vicks ere heightened by the fact that 
Walt 4s basically a sensual mon, and Vioki is an attractive girl. 

He lets her know that he mights..just might...trade a bit of infore 
mation, 4f she would show him the "proper attention". 

Vioki and Burke are drawn together even more strongly by their 
mutual aim...to learn the reason for Walt's ecceptanco by Elizabeth. 
But there ts a difference. .Vicki is not so sure she wants this answor, 
4f 4¢ will hurt Elizaboth. Burke knows he wants the answer. It is 


a source of great conflict between theme 


But no conflict equals that which exists between Flisabeth 
- end Walt, Under his: constant threat of revealing "what lies buried 
in the cellar*®, Blizebeth must live in a shattered worlde “Ball 
Malloy, the old frien, 4s now a problem to her. He knows Walt . 
from tho old days, recognizes him as Paul's buddye.ethe one with 
whom Paul used to go carousing in the days of Elizabeth's marriage. 
And he intends, "for Elizabeth's own good", to get Walt thrown out 
of the house. 

When Walt hears about this, the dark corridors of the lonely 
old house reverberate with his laughtere Maybe fm this is the time 
to secure his position more stron lye Elizabeth is well-off, the 

.. fishing fleet ert cannery are even more profitable than they were 
ESE yoors aco, this big house 4s a marvelous place. He wone 
ders if it wonldn't be a good idea if he and Elizabeth were to get 

married! 

At the moment, it is only an idea, but one that grows in 
Wolt's mind with increasing interest. Elizabeth sees the net of — 
horror tightening, eround herself and chess abe lovese 
. Frank Garner, the young AAW OME from Bangor, pays a visite 
ee to discuss legal matters with Elizabeth, as his fothorts 
representative, but actually to sec Vicki again. He has discovered 
something he feels might be of importance to her....and he feels 
revealing this information will not be tmmmirh disloyal to his father. 

Ever since fitmitim Vicki's visit, he has been troubled by her 
searches. wanting to help her.» Looking through old accounts of the 
firm, ho had come across the yourly accounts rondered to Elisabeth. 
Among theme..for fifteen years..ethere had been an item of $240.00 
each year. marked "For finwh Victoria Shaumahn Winters", It could have 
San that twenty dollars in cash that was sent ener artis There 


was 


was a final item of $1000.00, corresponding’ to the last money that 
was sent to Vicki when she left the Foundling Home } 

Excited, armed with this, Vicki confronts Elizabeth. Elizee 
‘peth, now seemingly unable.to make any decisions on her own initLative, 
aneas towards Walt...who shrugs end shakes his head. Elizabeth 
tells Vicki nothing» 

There is no question in Vicki's mind now but that Walt does 
know about her, but thet some porversenoss ss.0Fr feare.ssimpells hin 
to prevent Elizabeth from revealing anything. 

Her concern, now, 4e not only for her own search but for Eliza- 
bethe If the house could be rid of the baleful influence of this 
man, maybe there would be a chance for happiness and truth for them 
all. | 

Why won't Walt allow Elizabeth to tell tho truth? In a scene 
between Elizabeth ani Walt, his Sesebas are revealed. It is simply 
h’s own sense of powor and enjoymente The more ace cards he holds 
over those around him, the more secure his position. As lon: as 
. Vict needs something from him, she won't be harmful to Haneeand gho 
even might be as "friendly" as he'd like her to be. 

Frank Garner has becomo aware of the strengeness of the housee 
hold, talks to Vicki abouk 14te Jiis conccrn, 1ike so much of hers, is 
for Mligabetheeeand sho can't help but contrast this sincere and 
sensible man with the wildness and impetuosi ty of Burke, 

Impelled by Vi clet to try to help Elizabeth, Frank talks to 
Bill Melloye The mer is a devestating scene between Bill and 
Elizabeth, in which Bill advises her that Walt can be thrown out 
of the pues with no difficulty. Elizaboth protests. Bill reacts 


4n one of his rare bursts of true anger. Elizabeth knows, he says, 


* ‘ ae . om . 
what Walt is doing to all of them...to her, to Carolyn, to David, 
to Vicki. Their lives are becoming more distorted ‘than evere. and 


Elizabeth is sitting by and letting it happen. 
There 148 a strange stillness in the air, and the portrait of 


7 


old Isaac Collins seems to look down through the centuries at this 
tormented descemdiant when, surrounded by all the pressures, wanting 
some kind of relief, Elisabeth breaks down and tells Bill the 
truth. In a rush of words, she explains what happened that night 
Me ee oe haus AZO 
aa 
_ Paul had come home, quite drunk as usual. He'd run up some 
more debts and wanted some money to pay them, Elizabeth had had 
enough, and told him so. She refused to help him out. Knowing 
where she kopt her jewelry, he announeea his intention of taking ite 
She'd told him she was disgusted with him, and was going to divorce — 
him. He'i laughed and tried to take the jewelry anyway. She'd taken 
a gun from a drawer to tyy to frighten him, and he had jumped for 
her. The gun had gone off, and he fell. She cries over and over 
that she hadn't meant to do it..eshe hadn't meant to do it. 

Walt Cummings was Paul's friend...svery much like Paul. He 
had beon waiting in the next room, had come ruming in. When he sav 
what she'd done, he'd offered to bury the body in the cellar, go . 
away, never say anything...f£f she'd give him the Jewelry. She was 
s0 frightened, she would have agreed to anything. | 

So Walt had done 4t, and she'd lived in the house, knowing 
the body was buried beneath the floor of that locked room in the 
cellar. Shetd been afraid to leave the house..shas had to live 
all these years, ullowing people to believe her husbend will return 
and she 1s waiting with love in her heart. Sho's had to do all thise. 
fearful for herself, but even more fearful of what tho discovery of 
the truth would do to Carolyn. ¥ 
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And now Walt has returned to threaten her with exposure g - 
and she doesn't know what to doe 

Bill tries to console her, pledging to do what he can to 
help, Promising to keep her secret...and the understanding between 
them is now greater than ever 

But that understanding cannot loosen the hold Walt continues 
to have on the household. Ominous, terainioet, intimidating.» .the 
atuoewnane atop Widow's Cliff is alive with intimations of disaster. 

Carolyn's fury against Vieki has abated, as they both face. the 


_ strangeness of Walt together. More than ever, Elizabeth 1s anxious 


for her daughter to be away from the nightmare in which she lives, 
tries desperately to push her towards Joes. But Cerolyne.e.confused, 
frightened, unwilling to show her fear....fights just as strongly — 
against committment, and chases out into the night with renewed 
frenzy. | 
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Vicki moves sano the threatening clouds that surround her 


tat his hand...held out to her with assumed warmth...could be equally 
capable of destroying her, if he felt she were dangerous to him, 

And the legends of the touse are constantly alive. Walt's 
overbearing presence seems to darken the shadows thet lurk in the 
corners...eand Vicki begins to feel she secs ghosts in ne 
room. 

Even Burke now tells her she would be wise to give up her 
search and leave the house. They talk about the ghosts and goblins 
of Widow's Hill, and she tells him about the times she heard sobbing 
4n ths nighte Bivica, inberested 4n this, asks for more detalls...and 
when she tells him of the time she traced 1t to the locked room in 


the oellar, he becomes excited. - 


(8. 
It's late on a night when Carolyn is out with Joo that 


Vieki hears a noise in the cellar. Fearful...yet determined ++ »she 
investigates. She discovers Burke at the locized door to the cellar 


 poom, determined to try to get ‘it open and probe its mystery. _And 


4t's there that they're both discovered by a furious and frightened 


| Walte 


Walt orders Burke from the house, threatening him with _ 


‘vlolencee It's only dhe to Vioki's interference that blows are 


prevented, Burko leaves, and Wielt leaves no doubt but that hetll 
arrange for Vicki's departure nexte | 

That night, alone in her room, Vicki is more peas 
then shetd ever been in hur life. She can hear a violent argument 
between Walt and Elizabeth somewhere in the house. When it finally 
stops, every creak of the house, every movement of the branches 
outside, sean to carry terror to her. 

Now fear is with her all the time. She sonses that Walt — 
has ordered Elizabeth to fire hpy...but, as yet, Elizabeth has 
taken no actione Walt 48 now openly hostile, 

Maggie Evans renews her en plea for Vicki to leave...for 
hor own safety. 
| A meeting with Burke reveals Burke'fs intention to use his 
4nfluence with the law as he feels the Collins family once used 
their influence against hime It's his intention to arrange for 
the local Constable ‘to get a warrant to cet that cellar door ppene 


| Vicki 4s torn. Fearful of what he mim’ might find, she pleads with 


him. If he loves her..eas he has said he does..ehe will turn his 
back on the family, and let them live life as best they cane 


88. 


Events are rushing to a climax now. Vicki...after a pare | 
tioularly threatening moment with Walt...feels thet, for her own 
safety she must take the advice that Burke an’ Maggie have ‘given 


her. She feels she should Leaves 


~ 


But itts at this point that she finds a lettor...8 letter 
Elizabeth had saved for many years. It was written to Elizabeth 
by her husband, Paul, while Paul wae courting her. The contents, 
themselves, are unimportant. What is important to Viczui is the 
fact thet the handwriting in tho letter is quite similar to that 
simple note th:t had been left in a eardboard carton at the Foundling 
Hospital twenty years ago’ | : 

Even so, she can get no answors fram Flizabethe And to 
Burke, the probable answer poses an additional problone If Vicki 1s, 
as seems possible, an illegitimate daughter of Paul end Eldgabeth, 
4t would provide Burke with ammunition he never dared hope to 
possesse Yet, feoling as ho does about Vicki, he can't bring himself 
to force this out into the opene. | 

Something else 18 out in the open now, Conscious of Fligzabeth's 
one moment of defiance, in her hesitation about firings Viokt, Walt 
now openly announces the fact that he and Elizabeth are to be 
marricdae _ : | 
Carolyn is stunned. Her fairy-tale dreams of her mothor 
waiting through the long years for her father to return, have been 
snashede Harsh reality has intruded, and the result is an explosion 


in which Carolyn turns on hor mother, accuses her of being a fraudese 


of allowing hor to live a life of lies» And, in this oxploslones.. 


for tho first time in hor lifos..eshie articulates her own inner fears 


of what committment to marriage can doe 


706 


The tension 1s hefghtened by Joe, who has held back as long as 
he could. In no uncertain terms, he tells Elizabeth what a shambles 
she has made of Carolyn's life.. bringing her daughter up in this 
pimpanbere =taorp: ta tears of o vom to life, fears that have 
caused ‘her iat -aaay fron eve ae nce at happiness. 

Vicki... shanging on now that she had found the letter..efinds 
her position almost untenable. In e sharp confrontation with Walt, 
she 4s openly threatened 4f she doesn't leave the house. And this 
time Elizabeth is forced to support Walt in his demands. 

This will be Vickits last night in Collins House. 


The night is a long, almost unbearable one. Joe and Carosyn 
are both openly antagonistic to Elizabeth. ‘Burke. 1s lost in his own 
plans. Walt ani Elizabeth are tied together in an ee alliance 
that seems destructive of the aging womans 

-Lying in her bed, unable to sleep, Vicki feels the terrors of 
Collins House moving; silently around her. The long-dead French bride, 
Josetts Collins, 1s almost a reality...for Vicki can understand the 
Loneliness of that sad woman of logend. She thinks Mier for .a moment, 
she can hear the laughter that once filled the old mmima mansionee.. 
the cries of anguish of the widows who once walkod the hill...the 
frenzied desperation of poor tll-fated Roger Collins...the sobbing 
from a lost era. The house is still. She listens. She can hear 

the sobbing § | 
. She ri ses, site hastily into a robe, cautiously emerges from 
her room, silently moves down the shadowed stairway. The sobbing 
continues, Vicki enters the main room. A white form is huddled in 
a chair in the darkness. | 
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Vicki approaches....ani 18 startled to find herself looking 
down at Elizabeth...hopelessly, helplessly weeping...as she had 
done for all these years. She ories that no one can help hereece 
no one. Vicki must leave tomorrow. \Walt had given her his ultimetum, 
and she has no choices . ; | _ 

‘But in the stillness ‘of that panelled room, in the fitful 
light of a shadowy moon filtering through the tall wimiows, Rliza= 
beth does her best to make peace with Vicki. She tells her whet she 


’ knows of Vicki ts pastes. not everything Vicki would like to know, it 


4s true...but all that Blizabeth.can tell her. She feols she owes 


hor thet much. 


It is e deeply moving, highly emoticnal sequence as Elizabeth 


tells Vioxi that sho ia not Vicki's mother, as Vicki had obviously 


suspected. She doesn't know who Vicki's mother is...but she does 
know that fimmbPaul was her father. She knows because Paul had told 


eatin 
-her.e On that. fateful night, Binebeen years ago, Paul had taunted her. 


bbout having had an affair in the early days of his marriage to 
Elizabeth. He had told her the affair had produced a child. The 
mmm mother was someones who lived in Collinsport at that period. 
Elizabeth knows that much. The woman moved away. Flizabeth doesn't 
know if she wis a local resident or a summer visitor. Paul had made 
a "business trip" to New Yotk. And it ws there that he had placed 
Vicki at tho Foundling Home. Why he did this, or whnt happened to 
Vickits mother, Elizabeth doesn't know, . 
Then...after Paul vaeappoared* ., .Flizabeth Wer instructed 


her attorncy to send twenty dollars anonymously every month. And 


the attorney had kept constant track of Vioki, as instructed by 
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Elizabeth. When Vicki wants to know why Elizabeth aia all this 

for a child that wasn't hers...for a child she didn't even knowe.. 
Elizabeth cannot aniewors _ (She can't very well explain, at this 
point, that it wos from a sense of guilt ‘and responsibility. - She 
can't explain thet sho had killed Bickits father, and has been doing 
everythin, she can to atone ever since.) | 

For Vicki, packins: to leave the next day i8 more airftoult 
than she ever imagined it would be. True, she has some of the anse 
wers for which she had come.. .but there is so much still to knowe 
Whet kind of a man was her father? Was he the amoral, irresponsible, 
“wild, unpredictable person Bill Malloy had described? And her matimms 
mother....who was she? Is she still living? Is she in Collinsport 
now? Iike a web, the untangled threads twist and turn in Vicki's 
mind, meshing and dissolving without solution. 

There 18 more, tooe Now she knows how much aha owes to 
Elizabeth, and her bonds to tho older woman are closer than ever 
before. The threads tle her closer to Carolyn, whom she now realizes 
is, in fact, her half-sister. And even more surprising, she realizes 
the depth of hor feeling for poor, confused Davide 

The day is endless, as she tries to find ways of stalling. 

The attitude of Walt is still open hostility. Elizabeth is silent 
and deeply introspective. Even Duvid seoms subdued...aware of the 
fect that Vicki {s leaving, and almost seemin; to want her to stay. 

She thinks about Burke, and her strong Stbractron to hime 
Burke ee ethe violent, unpredictable, wild MANee.e& man, she fools, 
who might be just what her father had been so many years a£06« Had 
some strange force drawn her to him because of this? Shoe feels she 
must talk to Burke, and tries to see hinm...but he can't be found» 


It 18 later in the dey when Burke arrives. He brings the 
local Constable with him, armed with @ warrant. Vicki is stunned... 
"makes a final impassioned plea. The appeal {s strong, and Burke 
finds himself being swayed. Then they are both atartled by Eliza= 
bethts appearance...and her insistence that Burke go through with 
what he had intended! | — 

Battered by the accusations of Seieiya vy Joe, bodes into 
a terrifying corner by Walt, Elizabeth can stand it no longer. 
Maybe 1t is best, she says, that those she love face the truth with 
her. | ; 
Sensing what she is about to do, Walt is horrified.e..tries to 
prevent it. But Elizabeth 4s now determined. Shetd spent too many 
tormented nights behind thet locked cellar door, sobbing her penance 
for what lay buried beneath her fcoet. And now it will be over. She 
leads the Constable to thu cellar, telling him she'll show him exe 
actly where to dig. | | 

The Constable is already digging when Elizabeth returns to tho 
"group. Walt is being forcibly rostrained by See, asp the terrified 
seaman tries desperately to avold losing his position of dominancee 
Carolyn is confused...not understanding what 18 going one Burke y 
strangely, is discomfited. Now that he's arrived at this point, he 
4s all too aware of Vickits distaste for ‘the forces he has set in 
motion. | | | 


Ignoring Walt'b pleas to stop the Constable before it's ,too 


late, Elizabeth settles down to the difficult task of oe Caro= 


| 
lyn the story of that fearful night EP years agde 


Carolyn's reactions {is one of shook, then disbelief. Then, 


surprisingly, all the hos$tlity and antagonism she had felt towards 
her mother through all the years, fades away in this moment of | 
touching coneern for the burden Elizabeth had carried for so long. 


Cc’ 


At thst, the frightening moment. Ths denstanié comes back 
upstairse They all watch him tensely. Sut he simply says that 
he dug exactly where Elizabeth showed him, and there was nothing 
there... nothing but dirt! , oe 

She doesn't understand. It must be there. She turns on Walt. 
who, very nervously, tries to explain. It was Just sort of an ) 
*innocent deception", he says. He knew Paul wesn't dead when he 
carted him down the cellar that night. He'd just passed out fron 
the bullet grazing his heade vihen he como to in the cellar, they 
had both agreed it would be a perfect way to get the Jewelry fron 
Elizabeth, and keep her from saying anything at the game-time. 

Paul had maman sneaked iit through a cellar window while 
Walt had gone back austatne to collect. Paul had never been IcLlledess 
might, in fact, be hale and hearty this minuto. Walt says hetd lost 
sight of Paul about ten years AG0e - | 

For a frightening moment, Elizabeth feels all she can hear io 
leughter. The roaring of the surf, the howling of the wind, the 
crealdng of the great timbers aroun her...all seem to be combined in 
a.cacaphony of mockery. All these years! All those horrible, lonoly, 
tormented, guilteridden years$ Buried in this house of shadows, 
living in a world of fear§ And it had been for nothingesefor no 
reason at all? . 

|. With a cry of rage and frustration, she turns on Welt...wanting 

to strike outs to find some measure of repeyment for the enorm. ty 
of his "innocent deception” And then.. just as suddenly.e..she 
Hoewlne emitrol: For she realizes the years ere over...she oan go 
out into the sunlight again...eand for a brief moment the shadows on 
the wall soem not quite so bleak. 
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 extortion...but Elizabethioesn't want an ° bsguante — 
to forget thet segment of her past, and tho mere fact that 6 
free of this awful burden 1s almost ropayment enough.- | 
Walt is fakbly propelled out of the house by Joo, but not before 
Vicki confronts him. She knovs thst Paul was her father, she B2Yy6. 
. Walt was Paul's closest frieni. Surely he can toll her more about 
w ‘herself. “Surely he must know. But Walt...now bitter and frustratedese 
will tell her nothing. More than that, he raises a neu spectros 


« pthatialto 
Enjoying his last chancS ton enuecenomenaa he asks Vicki how she can 


~~ 
even be sure that Paul was hor father? Sure, he told Elizabeth that 


he was. But how does Vicki mow th:t Paul wasn't just turning the 

knife a little bit? Maybe Paul made the whole bit up, Walt laughs. 

And he's certainly not going to tell bop whether it's true or note 
= ‘The web of threads spins in a crazy kalaidescope, and Walt is 

gone. Vicki turns to Burke, and rvalizes thot he is leaving, to0e 

He had been reached by the tortured years of Elisabeth, and he wents 
2 to go off somewhere to think things through. But he promises Vicki 
he'll be backe He doesn't know when... .but he will be backs 

ba 8—ore packed Lisabe erttnes—thore ts-ne—Loncer 

any neod for her to stay..enor would she blame Vickt for wanting to 
Leaves SUE she tells v4.6 ring ro d “Like Gr to stayee.to | 
help care for David And Vicks doss. deck das to staye 


— ! 
Why? , For many “poasonse : reols truly a part of this family 
now. She has-sdgun to reackDavid, and feels Stre~can be of help to 
f . | 


him. She . 5, toos.in spite of the last spectre raised by ae 
that Paul was hér fathor, a sw always the possibility that 


And her search has not yet ended, for 


sone day,“he will return. 


pectin, 


The terror seems és be over, yet even as Burke is driving away, 
a shriek of rage and frustration fills the air around Viekits ears. 
Rushing back into the house, she finds Elizabeth screaming in anger 
as she attacks the walls around her, trying to destroy the aan in 
which she bad suffered so long. : 

The reaction was tnevitable, The frenzied, torturous, fruse 
trat&dg mingghth weight of wasted years erupts with.a Mammen force 
that makes the wiattened woman want to strike out at everything and 
everyone around here | | , 

At last she lies trembling on her bed, the calming effects of 
a sedative taking hold. Time created this wound, andfime will 
heal it. Co paste 
Vicki's bags are packed. rth tive told her ares 
be cared for now, and there is eo leaser any reason for Vicki to 
stayee.enor would she blame Vicki for wanting to leave. But she 
tells Vicki that she would like her to sbavaceto help care for 
David. And Vick4 does decide to stay. ; 
| Why? For many reasons. She feels tmuy a part of thts family 
endawanta=te-bo—of 
[| SS She has begun to reach David again, and feels she can 


now. She has a real affection for Elizabeth, 


be of assistance to him. She feels, too...in spite of the last - 
spectre raised by Walt...that Paul was her father, and there is 
always the possibility that some day he will return. And her 


search has not yet ended, for 
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a fath:r is only part of her background. Bomewhere..-perhaps still 
here in Collinsport....she may learn who her mother was. She may 
-Jearn 4f her mother 14s still alive, and...if so..ewhy she was de= 
serted. Paul's affair with her mother started here in Collinsport, 
and it £8 4n Collinsport that Vicki can best try to continue tracing 
her roots5e | , 

But, even more importantly, she knows thet when Burke seburne::. 
4t will be to Collinsport...and she wants to be here when that 


moment arrives. 


- 


She looks around at the dark corridors, at the shadowed corners 
that have becone so much a part of her life. She waniers out tom 
the nomimnnmitvsha edge of the rocky cliff ia stares down at the 
churning waters far below. She turns ami stares at the old house, - 
looming darkly bofore her, its ominous shadows still reaching out: 
and holding her. Involuntarily, she shivers, and then slowly walks 
back into the terror that lies aheade..edetermined to wait for the 
two mon who have become most importnt in her life. | 

It 1s with a wry smile thet she realizes that she is reliving 
the lepend thet had once grown up around Elizabeth and Paul. 


The grcet dark door slowly closes behind her... 
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FOOTNOTES 


This is the Senet cable ee the beginnings a: + 


The forces set in motion cannot be atoppede. .end Vicki will contimucs 
to be part of the eostant emotional and suspenseful net that . 


surrounds her. , 


She will be involved in the story of the rehabilitation of David 
Collins, and the frightening events brought about by the unexpected 
appearance of his tragic mother, Laura Robin Collins. Neurotic, | 
alcoholic, almost paranoid.. wracked by guilt...Laura intrudes 
herself upon tho household. The reappearance of Burke relights | 
the flame thet once burned botween them....and Vicki is trapped 


in {ts centere 


Out of this arises the reopening of old wounds and the revoletion 
of many of the sad facts of Devid's childhood. 


_The capping event will be the death of Laura, fundor suspicious 
olrcumstances". fimubimrontthimn Vicki will be accused of her murder, 
and her defense will be undertaken by Frank Garner. Again she is 

\ : 


4n the center of a violent triangle.e..Frank, Vicki, Burké. 
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‘*. Carolynts rebellion subsides momentarily, and the itmediate reaction 


of the startling revelation of her mother's past is to drive. her | 
Closer into Joe's arms, ‘Her rationalizations against marrying stripper 
away by Elizabeth's release from her years of Aeolabion, alia a 
finally aiiecumie to Joe's importunities and marries hime But tie 
marrizze is doomed to disaster. Immature, still drivenmmby her deep 
fear of comnittment, tormented by her restlessness, Carolyn finds. 
adjustment to marriage a virtual impossibility...and her frenzied ~ 
attempts to find her ow peace of mind result in constant emotional 


o 


upheavel. 


Viol will continue her compulsive search for her rootse She will 


pry ami probe, and aig into the history of Collinsport, pelrring up 
antagontens and mere skeletons from the dead. 


Elizabeth will try to find peacee. The eenekts of Sadcnstenathe bee — 


‘tween her and Bill Malloy will be a starting point. But rebuilding 
a life that had been suspendes ror hiGceser years 48a frightening 


process.. .esvecially in a town_like Collinsport. The truth is 

Neo cIto 
widely known now, and the ramges will be as varied as there are 
people to express them. She will be met with sympathy, with scorn, 
with laughter, with a with hatred Her life will be a 


constant harassment, as the parade of "visitors" cones agains 


And the greatest shock of all will be the day one of those visitors 


ds Paul Stoddard} 


Really home now, Paul will no longer be the wild, wnpredictable 
adventurer. Self-pltying, diséipated, unhappye.ehis influence 
will be felt on all he touches. Husbarti of Elizabeth...father of 
Carolyn and, possibly, Vicki.,.Paul will bring renewed fear, as he 
intimates thet Collins House 1s his only refuge from the terror he 


claims is close on his hoeelse 


Ghosts will walk again, and shadows will creep across Widow's TW1lle.. 


and the appearance of that terror and its eventual focus on Victoria 


Wintors ani those she! loves will add one more dark corner to the 


relentless SHADOWS ON THR WALLe | 
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